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FOREWORD

DR MAHESWAR NEOG,
Jawaharlal Nehru Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Arts,
Gauhati University

I have much pleasure in having to introduce to the public
the present collection of Assamese folk-songs compiled by
Dr Hemantakumar Sarma. Assam ;s strikingly rich ia
folk-songs, both in volume and variety. Some of these are
connected with different religious ouls Some of them
again are linked to various ceremonies and scasuna! festivities
of the folk. Some again are, the outpourings of the anguished
individual heart. There ure also songs which center around
particular historical events, It is also to be noted that there
sre regional differences not only from the linguistic point of
view but also in respect of the content and its presentation.
Sometimes the same song is to be discovered in different
parts of the State in slightly different garb. These variations are
necessarily to be distinguished and studied in order to under-
stand variations in the folk-mind. Folk poety differs from
literary poetry in tbat in the first the unsophisticated folk-mind
expresses itself in a very simple and direct way. Education and
modern civilization thus stand as the antithesis of the folk-
mind coming out in folk-poetry. Modern poets have tried to
write in the idiom of folk-poetry as in the case of literary or
artificial ballads; but it is indeed very hard for them to
achieve the ease and directoess of the folk atmosphere.
Very often the anonymous folk-poet has tried to catch glimpses
of modern life, its mechanised transport and the stress of



(i)

sophistication. He succeeds only if he can afford to remain
unsophisticated in thought and expression. This test ocan
be applied to the songs in this collection where modern
ways venture to find a niche.

I think the present collection will be able to give the
reader a fair impression about the folk-poetry of Assam,
religious and profane in its variety of tone and tunme. The
compiler has tried to have the different regions of Assam
represented in the anthology and to bring the variations in
Janguage and content consequent upon geographical variations,
And I hope that the reader will accept Dr Sarma's fare in
this spirit in which it has been offered.

Gaubati University
23 September 1974
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wEwY Af5E WY ot qgmacw fe R IR I @ e
wifew ; fog i Faers WA Aforem oo ear? oy sxt atfecn |
<few Nt wirady Jent Y o [eifFaas (v e wretn o1
cwiute fada a¥e qtes 3fmgrq Atfara’t | Afuesy ¥ stewrdre
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@A Wbl T wHY s Y [wen wfsws) ais ¥fagdn g ond
Wity -0, wistr-oaty, wGtaw ey, @t fam wifiva
adtes Wi aff aze FCh wHta . oy ' Wity atwe wifis
A T4 RN O 57 Wy Ne-ow, pFa-cwa), Hiew, wtfre
(ballad), nigwa), ¥Fa) (legends) wtfy—fararas a& Wigtae
AT ¥ (nig-tfeer @ wa-Aifees  (folk-literature) 1t'q|
AIRRT LU YN AT TH I A T ArataF (Fea) (FNACT
A AT (fre wfefEs sfire | o onys morer wibxe
S erferata caton s—

“Under this (folk-hterature) rather loose heading are to be
included those traditiona! legends, tales, ballads, songs, proverbs,
riddles and plays which form the popular entertainments of
orimitive peoples or of the uncultured elements of more
civilized peoples®

MEF-AfRER e wifsq @i, -fa,
Sefw, (ni3-favt, atafe et wifte i isy wa s

THTW| O TEETT AW o) I Gk I 5FS oA
@ nwely w5 By wiowww ey | Wi ge  qfem fafs
wifiery (et atfen, cefow xigge Ae-ovcary oo od a5 ¥
HE wifgfen 1 Nox nore Fov e wfE wfql) Rex g @i
ny Y THIS gty A ; (6% weR CnAS ARCH AE AR
fafSv By cerara wtorre o1v8 st ure wfaw o) atfgn 1 19
e abl AR & ) AW cetm atfew, wfee AtgIY
) ey wify fes q9v atqae dote * 1 |

. C;ssell's Encyclopaedia of Literature, Vol. 1, 1953, p. 224.
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nifesre aYfuw wie fufie o gX evta e vty =1y
(YfRw fge) fafew artiee)y of o wwt | fewar afle
atfee) TR cowty wgatm frgece My wig ety non m ffie
ntfeex o €' a1 (7% oty 3’7 Af—ifis A
Tt % we e At e ) ste oy @ (s
rfiwre ¥ wis fafus XgEs ity 198 g wrs ¥
(1 B IRET AU R T quw @a rte-atfes 3fs
ofer @lrtfRoncdcea | atweeR el wtee
Te-ufey aghe a7, arwd wiffs adcata {37 fama) @S €
wifEfgm 1 1fwe forge facara fmfeag gn 8e

(V-] AE A51eT ifQeAEAl 18 @iy (v, T-AES
artey wtafge A, afe Ariea gws =® qen ¥ 7 A3iw
T9 Cafmping whB 41fes Wfeqaia @@ AnFRw Ywaange
faw wutwa JorcatMs afes #faz orca, ¥ Aws Astw
sfeTngny e AfFfow Torzara Cate Atatfor  AElE-wla
™ W foAmer Al etwad fwa cafe w, o mtex
ntatfas mefee franad yp e ; fay T rane oieas ayfos
Botwaq gieq ¥ (FTN TOABHT W1 o€ @AY AT etare}
fagy sfa sfwx (ehtw, (B wia cax (gtam fge?  or%
TAWYACA] (AOVI TS (HITLA oA MG AMF | (WA ARtwE
@atm @ wed ¥ wifdw (isolated or primitive) Aatw | 3
ARt WHAY AT Yrwnd fAwy Ko 5o wiw gy 5o 7
ded 3T, (W ANty Je-wfFa (Ffeate wwty agw 1 coTac
U w, Wiy v Afeeisy ade A€ Ife Aaige AFs
rE-myfer o v B fev wAe B W wxfdT wte
wv{ | ewe (NIE- M TREe Antwecy Wfe o )

oiw-atfye) atw-myeal off odx wa afen is-
ntfRwxm waew Autwwce Ag® vw s oy @rE-Atfee
YAy i@, (A Ufe frwsy qen  fowa wifin e

¥ W wiareiy ojfeie ¢ FiRerta cute-AtfEws, on M, 7 >
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wxtcw wf¥a (individual) wid) Detx a3, A3t (community)
T AwfA w1 yfE o e ; Ui s il Twwan
gt i1 o At Aty I wa-AifEere cettal fE
At @ atEtw ) R wifen e yfes DIty asr, A
nre 3 7 Ne-rsRens uyfEte oy D f[@Afion
(IBY marwdax FRrarary aifeg (xa w31 ofatwsny
wA-3[FA WAy 3 (MY ARteTy fowteraty efefafay wea;
- FAT ABAE (T ANYLAY B |

wifta §1% apfer nde wger Wi &b 2vw | agfe
fftT @it *aq W@ AT SR A gifen ; g
YIS W[H-HF ), AAH-(omiggfe @it wtae I glAfem |
aFfen Bifre (r3-ord), (re-ge, FfA-TAIY @S ev@ 4
WIfFrie iR W4T AT ©1 T Sfwy 2R SA{En | weax
sAIgele ostn FINh AgEy  TeifEwE of 1 o¥re «fiw
gamde  wgI®  etw fAfbaggfes Jerfe  wtfix
ewfr otar sfafgn | @& NS ¥ (MF-ATET agfa &
wfF A I AeF; AR G AT @ Ne yfE
facaxy (1) 15® geae H Atqrard o1F wiYs we aga A 7
fawe 3fa tofem ) @¥wca (@ W3 @ (AF-AT@T @A
Ne-AY oS oAy ¥R gNe IATAS  AANFAT IS ST
oy o cdxs AR R st aadny @BfRfare?
@AATFY otepte) sifaey 7T Brmy FAT AHfF—

“All aspects of folklore, probably originally the products
of individual, are taken by the folk and put through a
process of recreation, which through constant variation and
repetition become a group product. °

RRfret waafis w15 wigfis  fifee  Afess
stfe; emt a1 wgfiw fafis Aiffee ule-Aomy Traa

o, Mac Edward Leach : ‘Standard Dietionary of Folklore,’
Mythology and Legend, New York, 1949-50, p. 401.



