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CULTURE OF ASSAM

e Amit Pegu

nd of diverse
nting state of
racial stocks
ndo- Iranian
is rich and

et g:sfirl;: is the meeting grou
Aissain ié e peopl.e of the encha
Silchiag N?n 1nter_m1xture of various
e i ongoloid, Indo-Burmes, I
St gan. The Assamese culture
aloii assl.)iemi:]ry st all these races e\{olved through
of Asearm milative process. The natives ofthestate
which are known as "Asomiya’ (Assamese)
s also the state language of Assam -

Uniqugs Bate h"}s.a large numbers of tribes eac_h
way of lif ltgFradlthn, culture, dresses and exotic
Kachari e‘K WEES tl:lbes like Bodo,
Mishimi’ arbi Miri (Mishing),
Assam Nf Rabha etc. co-exist in

ialectss (t);t tribes have their own
Principle | ough Assamese is the

Ple language of the state.

S %arina}:ority of the Assames€
induiSmS naves (a sect Of
elieye ). The Vaishnavas do not

Detfomy b 0l WOTSHIp and

gloryofLo ;m_klrtana where the

impol'tantr Vishnu is recited. Two
instieuti. cultural_ and religious
cultura . n'that influence the
the siges El}?nc?fAssam - the states,
ave bee :' TEIlgion and cultural pr
Mgk tlil: existence for over 400Y
assemble : e houses -()f prayers, villagers

Center of ¢ ! th_e basis of membership 0! 2 10(':.3

evotional worship called "Namghar -

Weavine i
RVREY Aszzlng is one of the traditional craft that
mese woman takes pride in. The

actice which
ears and the
generally

Assamese woman producesilk and cotton clothes
of exquisite designs in their looms. Assam i

renowned for its exquisite silk namely Eri, Pat anlg
the world famous Muga Silk.G,andhi"
complimented the Assamese weavers as artistll
who could weave dream in their lc)ornsS
Significantly the Gamocha is used equally by ali

irrespective of religious and ethnic backgrounds

The "Gamocha" is one of the most easily
e cultural symbol of Assamese people
Tamol- Pan (areca nut & betel leaf)

recognizabl
besides the

which is an integral part of almost all socio-
religious ceremonies . the Gamocha a white
rectangular piece of hand woven cloth with
primarily 4 red border on the three sides and red
woven motifs 01 the fourth ( in addition to red,
other colour are also used) is put to many use. It
is used as a towel as a waist cloth in Bihu Dance

it @ Cmalfe FAF i 2@ & RO = |v©




warp around the head in a knot, it is also hung
around the neck at the prayer hall and hung over
the shoulder to signify social status or respect
Gamocha is also known as "Bihuwaan's, offered
during Bihu as taken of love.

The national festival of Assam is Bihu. Bihu
is the most popular folk dance of Assam. Bihu
dance is performed by youngs boys and girls
during the Bihu festival which represent youthful
passion, reproductive urge and joy. It is
characterized by brisk dance steps and rapid hand
movement. Dancers wear traditionally colorful
Assamese clothing. Dancing is accompanied b
musical instruments like dhol (dholok),
pepa, gagana, bahi (Flute) etc.
Though the origins of Bihu
dance is unknown, the
first official
endorsement is cited
to be the eve when
Ahom King Rudra
Singh  invited
Bihu dancers to
perform at the
Ranghar field
sometime
around 1694 on
the occasion of
Ranguli Bihu.

Satriya nritya is
the classical dance form of
Assam which represents the
Satriya Culture :the basis of
religious and cultural fabric of Assam, It
isamong the eight principal classical Indian dance
traditions. Satriya has remained a living tradition
since its creation by the founder of Vaishnavism
In Assam, the great saint Sreemanta Sankardeva
In _th‘_f 15th century Assam. Satriya dance in an
artistic way of Presenting mythological teachi ngs

to the people in an accessible immediate and
enjoyable manner.

(. / 3
VSI&IW 'mﬁﬁquﬁ*msww—mw

siphung (flute) and gungang (gagana). Dancers
wear the colourful dresses namely 'Ribigaseng'
and 'Ribiyeng'.

In the passage of more than a hundred years
of their settlement in Assam the tea tribes have
developed a synthesized form of dance called
"Chah Bganar Jhumur Nas". This is a beautiful
dance to watch. The tea tribes have a synthesized
form of dance called "Jhumur Nas" performed by
girlsand boys together or sometimes by the girls

alone with precision of footwork while clasping
tightly each other's waist.

Bodo community has many folk dances to
boast. Among them the best and the
most  attractive is the
"Bagurumba" dance. Thisis
mainly a formulation
dance with slow steps
and out stretched
hands. About a
score of girls
dressed in most
colorful attire

perform  this
dance to
accompanyiment

of Bodo tradition
musical
instruments. It is
usually performed
during Boisagu, a festival
of Bodo in the Bishuba
Sankranti or Miq April. The

Bagurumba d g d
"butterﬂy dance". ance is also calle

of bamboo, cane and palm leaves to welcome the
guest. There are many types ofJaapi like the Halua
Jaapi, Pitha Jaapi, Sorudoiya Jaapi, Bordoiya Jaapi,
Cap ect. These Jaapis were also used as headwear
back' in the olden days mostly by rich and noble
familjes, They are also used by farmers and
Peasants as umbrellas i the paddy fields.

- lA‘ngri(:l.ﬂture is the main occupation of the
Plein Assam, ¢ accounts for 63 percent of the



state's work face. The farmers engage in the
cultivation of rice, which is staple diet of the
Assamese people. Other agricultural crops
include pulse, jute, tea, and fruit cultivation.
Assam is well known for its tea plantation all over
the world and the tea gardens of Assam provide

employment to nearly a million people. Besides
cultivation, weaving is another major occupation
in Assam. The Assamese women practice weaving
as an occupation. The state is known for the
production of silk material, tussar and other

fabrics. O

@ ‘i’ o Fwafs e s awm ¢ sosp-35 7 | €



Y| @ FIAAT @ femasf I Affen 2w 2 g0

Sbeyh 3



e IR 2

I fRsie o
S UGRESIE

TT To

TR (0 |

[ EICERIE]
HINIEE &fS

SR, G,
si Z@y el SfF

52 @ @R SR | O

1 T » o famalf e i 2 3 205030 T |09



BB SS-450% § Il bl ik el @ lo|lzledld ﬁ |44




@ wﬂm, L] m@f@ ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁmﬁﬁwz Qoﬁb‘ﬁbﬁﬂ’ lb«b



IO i el thfom

ofEld SRR

Gfos FRRE i 7w a2l

Fe ge i @i stierifog
Tl Teiaa A srIsE
wia
retol s F=fifre o g
0] 5% AR T 251 e

’/‘vl.
D0 ' h‘ﬂiﬂw’ @ ‘iafs Aeams A 2

S ROy y TH



i e A<l TR T

e ol g
wiftre Rfea @ afb =@

Sigea A SR

aﬁ%&mg qob\r—bb’fé Ibb

eﬁ ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬂﬂ’ @ famaifs AP



. tite moon, i
0ok away all my pain and sorrow.
Xk ~ ‘

o

The esthetic, bright,
 Filled up my room,
With peace calm and
The twinkling stars
Such as decor
With utmost pe

o

ice, joy and care.

The soothing breeze to %

. uched myl'éheé -
Its smooth music entereg my ears slowly,
d I, I was just astonished, ke,

beauty of the nature,

,( Taught
- Even th
To be"apprect
,, It encourage

No matter

a9

-has Something

0 work hard,
e k uation is .

And that day! 1 got to learn
The actual meaning of beauty.
Beauty is something,

Which cannot be described,
But can be felt with the hear -
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If you don’t:know
How much you'm

Rt 2 N \, .\-_
"ne‘\gerf{?;r%?ﬁ N
’ 2o

Ry siden <

I may not be perfect

But as you can see

I love you so much

You mean everything to me

Day in and day out
You're up and about
Thinking of ways

To help the family out

When I'm grown up
My only dream

Is to be as good a mom
As you are to me

When it gets tough
You'll remind me that life’s rough
But that doesn’t mean

You aren't there for me

In the midst of it all
I know who to call
My hero, my friend

rE— *
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Nature
' o Amrita Agarwal

1 TN Yol
& A __thure is the first culture,

% Itis the best teacher.
o not let the greenery go,
Let them live,

s Let them grow.
‘beautiful natural sight,
us a pleasure and delight.
et the future generation see,
The beauty of a green tree.
Do not destroy the forest,
Let them live their life,

At their best. a

Hireath

e Dimpy Barudh -

I come from Eden, - - ‘B
A long, yearned disguise-
You s a“!_;’f slavery o
Yet dream O AT .~ .
Ripped off into pieces of fears.
Left wondering on the lande

You have walked all your life !
Beware of lost grave yards

They aren't your dreams.

For you long for sunflowers

On frozen deserts.

And end up
Scaring yourself on rose p

v

etals. o
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aStr.OlogY» it is not consistent with other theories.
Which have been tested by experiments”.
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th use God as a melaphor for the laws of nature.

€re is a story probably apocryphal, that when
Napoleon asked the mathematician Pierre laplace,

how God fitted into his system, he replied. *“Sir, |
have not needed that hypothesis.” I do not think
that laplace was claiming that God does not exist.
It is just that he did not intervene to break the
Jaws of science. That must be the position of every
scientist. A scientific law is not a scientific law if
it only holds when some supernatural being
decides to let thing run and not intervene.” =g
Q] O TS RIS GCACE olTS fitz— “Even
God is bound by the uncertainly Principal and
cannot know the position and velocity, but only
the wave function.” At ToITes #al FrarasT =z
A T 2TeR e SRArI] ARTSR Al Zfed
7 e #ifHeg) 723 | Ries Black Holes and
baby Universes” #%< sifAze (o€ HRwes Kam
agmcE orsre frcg— “All that my work has shown
is that you don’t have to say that the way the
universe began was the personal whim of God.
But you still have the question : Why does the
universe bother to exist? If you like, you can
define God to be the answer to that question.”
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75— «while I thought, I might make a modest
amount from a popular book, the main reason. |
wrote a Brief History of time was because 1
enjoyed it. I was excited about the discoveries
that have been made in the last twenty five years
and 1 wanted to tell the people about them. I never
expected it 10 do as well as it did.” A (BB
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Gurpreet Kaur Virdi

OZONE DEPLETION AND
GLOBAL WARMING
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; , biography is about

the soul; we searc

geography ,if used correc
and more liveable citjes.

QUOTES ON GEOGRAPHY :
./f 1. Geography is about maps, but

graphs.

— Eril Bentley

»_~2.There is an internal landshape, a eogI:ath of
t h for its outlines all our lives.

— Josephine Hart

ty , energy issues. Congestion in cities. B‘llt
tly can be used to redesign sustainable

ons forhumap health as well as far the earth’s
ecosystem.
OZONE DEPLETION
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