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INSECT COLLECTION AS A HOBBY

One with a natural taste for the
cannot resist
to fields,

nafure
the temptation of going
forests, hills and streams 1O observe,

learn and enjoy oll about living orga-
is it a stimulating

splendours  of

nisms. Not only
pastime, but it also provides oppor
tanities to gain a first hand knowl-
edge of the relation of ‘the ‘animels
their imme-

dicity of
their occurrence and their life-cycle.
Collection and study o©f insect as @
hobby has been the favourite pastime
of many young and old studeuts

- and laymen Apart from being mere’

ly a collector, years of accumuIUHOn of
Id prOvide opp-

and forest ( plants) 0
diate surroundings, the perio

moterial collected weu

ol i tudies

ortunities for -extensive 5 4

{ iacects  8S

particularly ~ ©n sychaleins d
flies, moths an

where:
Insects
e to look

ne knows wher )

beetles.
but unless ©
for them, even hours o

would be futile. If is here

trained eye Iis able to reco

gnis

—Jagat Chandra Hazarika
BiESck lawr.

immense wealth of insets. Apart from
being found on all types of Vege-
tation and in all the plant parts,
they are seen in debris, on leaf mould,
leaf litter, ond Other
dscaying animals and vegetable matter.

roiting fungi

They are strongly aftracted to light
and can even be cellected at street
lamps. Many occur in ponds, pools,
lakes and flowing streams. Some of
the water surface
others live

them walk on
or are free swimming,
beneath stones under water. A know-
ledge of the preferred habitates is there
fore essenticl before one attempts to

collect insects.

Every one interested in the colle
ction of insects has to equip himself
with some inexpensive collecting tools
These include insect-nets. aspirators,
killing bottles, forceps hand lens etc,
The common insecis nets consists of a
light and strong handle about o yard
long and fitted with a stiff wire rim or
hoop to which a cloth bag is attached.

The cloth is twice as long as the dia-



[2)

meter of the rim. Two types of nets
are usually carried, viz the qerial net
or butterfly net and the sweep net The
sweep net is used to sweep all kinds
of vegetation and to collect different
kinds of insects. This nel should be
strong and the cloth bag should be
of comparatively thick material. The
light net is used to collect butterfly, dra
gonflies ete, The cloth bag in this case
should be a fine porous materiel like
that of a fine mosquito net.

For collecting small insects,
simple aspirator is used. It consists of
an ordinary glass vial with a double
holed cork. Insects are drawn into
the via' through a bent tube after
sucking through the mouth piece which
i8 a short tube to which is oftached
a rubber tubing.

~Light traps are also used to co
llect insects A simple trap is to hang
a white piece of cloth with the
light shining against it. As the insects
collect on the sheet they are picked
up and preserved.

After collecting the speecimens
they should be killed within @ rease
nable time in a killing bottle so as

to avoid damage to the insects. The
most widely used chemical in the kill
ing bottle in calcium cyanide or pota
ssium cyanide, This is placed at the
bottom of the killing jar. A layer of
‘Plaster of Paris’, half an inch, thick,

" |s added to it. The bottle must b ‘labe

lled ‘Poison because cyanide is a dead |
ly poison and must be handled with
care. A separate bottle must be used
for different groups of insects and per
ticularly 1or tiv. butterfliss and moths.

A safer method is t0 use a killing
jar containing elthyl acetate. At the -
bottom of the jar is placed a mixture of
‘Plaster of raris’ and water. When set
or driedtully it is saturated with elthyl
acetate,

For purpose of preservation of.
small soft bodies of insects 70-80Y,
alcohol or 49 formaldehyde is used
Others like the beetles butterflies and
moths are mounted on non rust insect
pins specially made for this purpose.
Butterfiies and moths are mounted with
wings spread, and for this purpose
spreading board form an essential item
of every collector. These are made of

soft wood to facilitate proper insertion
of pins,

(Helps Taken from various science books )

———
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O ISAAC BASHEVBS SINGER

Isdac Bashevis Singer, the recipient
of the 1978 Nobal Prize for literature,

was born in 1904 in an Orthodoxl
Jewish family of Radzymin, a small-

town near Warsaw, the Polish capital-
Hls father was a rabbi and headed
the local Yeshivah, an institution for
 the study of the Talmud and the Tal-
mudic commentaries. When lsaac
was four years old, the family moved
to Warsaw and settled there.

lsaac’s father was deeply verred
in the Torah, the Mosaic law, c.md
lived his life scrupulously following
its instructions. lsaac on' the other
hand was far more interested in mat-
ters other than the Torah. From his
childhood he had an immensely inqui-
sitive mind which disliked dCCepfln?j
anything blindly, merely because it

was written so in the religious books}..
if all that was

really
need-

He even wondered
written in there treatires Was
. true. His deeply religious father,
less to say, -was hardly pleased.

— Deepak Gogoi
15t year P.D, (Arts)
~ Five days’ ,d:‘week,"Singer used
to attend Hada, the Jewish religious
school. Then in 1914 the peace wos
shattered by the outbreak of the First
World War. With the advance of
the victorious Germans, life in Warsaw
became o difficult that the singer
household was forced to return to
The rlght of "the terrible
suffering ond degradahon of human
life wich followed the outbreck of
war left a deep impression on lsaac’s

Radzymin.

- mind which later found expression

when he took up the pen.

At the age of eighteen, Singer’
joined a semin:ry in Warsaw to study
Polish, Physics and Mathematics. Byt
soon he gave up his studies and foy-
nd employment as proof—reoder of an
Yiddish literary magozine. During
this time, he also transloted novels
including Thomas Mann’s Magic moun-

tain. Soon he - tOok to writing stories
of- his own,
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In 1935, ot the age of 31, lsaac
Bashevis Singer migrated to the United
States. He settled in New York, where
ke has lived ever Ssince. His first
storv in America was published by
an Yiddish newspaper, the Jewish
Daily Forward. His stories appear in
the paper even today. It was in that
daily too, that his first full -length
novel, the Family Moskat, was seria-
lized in 1945. Singer’s latest novel,
“lewish Belief And Doubt” s al<o
appearing in the pdper.

Singer, in his long  and djs-
tinguished career, has writien =0 books

and numerous short stories.  He writes

in Yiddish, a dying language. Once
on being asked why he writes in q

AIR - The Precious

No doubt, we ore exposed to eir
but its purity is questionoble now In
the present age the maoct ‘mportant
problem we are facing, ore in short PP
i.e. population explosion and pollu-
tion. Populaticn explosion coupled with
maodern civilization is endangering the
environment causing drastic change,
These changes, because of man's inter-
ference with

nature, threaten  the

vanishing language, Singer said, * |
like to write ghost stories, and noth-
ing fits a ghost better than a dying
language. The deader the language
the more active the ghost. Ghosts like

Yiddish and as for as | know, they dll
speak it.

The first Englih translation of any
of his works oppeared in 1950, The
translated piece was a short story
entitled, Gimpel The Fool. The tran-
slator was Saul Bellow, another lite-
rary genius.

The 1,65, 000 doliars Nobel prize
with which the Swedish Academy has

honoured Singer is but one more land-

merk in the illustrious career of this

dreat author

Mantle and Map

Prof. T. Dutta, M Sc.
Dept. of Zoology.

health not only of plants and animals,
but of man himsel; . The chenge in the
physical, chemical and biological envi-
ronment is regorded qs pollution.

What, then, does the air pollution

mean ? Air-pallution is the presence

of contaminants in the outdoor at-
mosphere causing

nuisance to the
living of organisms,

It is the negative



aspect Of the modern science and
technology The' contaminants or, in
other word, pollutants are the resi-
dues of the things we make, vse and

throw away. Pollutien increases not

enly because of the increasing popu-
lation, but also because of the conti-

nuously increasing demands per person,
with the result that each throw away
becomes more and more voluminous.
Man’s constant and wide-spread acti-
vities in industry and transportation are

so enormous that the pollutants enter-

ing the otmosphere are threatening

potential global climatic change.

Not to speak of Western countries,

even India is facing hardship with .air
pollution. At present, the air-pollution
in all the Indian

is causing disaster
Rain waoter waos,

metropolitan cities.

once, thought to be the purest wa’e.r,
, | .

but recent repotis from some of thec

ties reveal that it is no longer pure: The

'precipitdtion’ becomes poliuted bef:au§te
of the presence‘of pOllUfcntS In hlS
.. as
course on to the ground. Assam

not yet faced such hazardous pr-.blen.n,
but the day is coming when lt.wnl
be - overcrowded with human beings:
and their scientific tools. It s the
high time to make the people: in gene:

(5]

ral, aware of the ensuing danger.

The oir-pollufonts are generally
found in two states —gaseous and par-
ticulates. These may be either natural
or man made. The natural particulate
pollutants include pollen-grains, fungus
spores, smoke particles from forest fire
and dust, etc. Op the otherhand, gase.
ous pollutants include carbon‘mon-
oxide (CO , os a breakdown product
in the degeneration of haemdglobin;
hydfocarbons (HC) in the form of
terpenes from pine trees, hydrogen-
sulphide from the breakdown of cys-
teine and other sulphur cOntoi/ning
amino-acids by bccterial actions, nitro-
gen Oxides and methane,

Man-made sources are greatly res-
ponsible for the opboiling air pollutionk.
The sources cen be conveniently clas-
sified as stationary combustion, trans-
portations, industrial processes and
solid woste dis;;osal sources. The chief
pollutants emitted from-stationary com-
bustion processes are particulates as
fly ash and smoke and sulphur and
nitrogen oxides. Sulphur oxides emission
is, of course, due to the presence of
sulphur 'in the fuel. Thus, combustion
of coal and oil yields significant quan-
tities of sulphur oxides, Nitrogen oxides



are produced by the thermal fixation
of atmospheric nitrogen, thatis, any
combustion process produces nitric
oxide which subsequently undergoes
oxidation to form nitrogen dioxide.
Aldehydes and carbon monoxide are
other pollutants emitted from the com=
bustion processes.

The means of transport, especially
automobiles, constitute the major sour-
ce of air pollutants. The particulate
emissions from automobile include smo
-ke and lead. Thc gasecus pollutants
from ftranspertation  sources include
carbon-monoxide, nitrogen oxides and
hydrocarbons. The ingenuity of modern
industrial technology is reflected more
or less by the emission of nearly eve.
ry imaginable pollutants. In addition
to the combustion and industrial pro=
cesses, the particulate emissions are
also due to erosion and weathering.
Another recently discovered
of particulate pollutants
treatment plants,

source
i8 sewage
which produce cero.-
sols (smaller particulates) of water, con
taining coliform and other bacteria.

~ Studies onair pollution in various
parts of the globe reveal that over
95% of the emissions under transpor-
tation are due to automobiles. Almost

16]

all the emissions under fuel combustion.
stationary sources are due to the ele-
ctrical power plants. The automobiles
are the majur polluter contributing
over half of all air pollutants by
weight. Stationary sources, fuel com-
bustion, principally power plants, rank
second followed by industry. Thus,
about three fourth of air pollutants
is created by a need for power,

either to move vehicle or to create
electricity.

Leaving aside the damages cau-
sed by air pollution to various plants
and animals, both forms of pollu-
tants are responsible for several disea-
ses of man, of which a few are
mentioned here with their primary
causes. Of the gaseous pollutants, car-
bon monoxide, though not toxic in
itself, couses asphyxiation becayse
of its great offinity of the with carbon
monoxide and may lead to death
at the concentration of - 750ppm.
(parts per milion). Sulphur dioxide, ano
-ther gaseous pollutant, increases hea-
rt rate, lowers the tidgl volume,
decreases mucuys flow, increases eye-
blinking and affects central nervous
system. The London disaster 1962
was due to sulphur oxides pollution
which took about 4,000 lives. On the



other hand, nitrogen-dicxides even at
low cOncentration causes bronchio-
constriction and at high concentration
causes death from lung damoge. In

presence of sun light nitrogen dioxide
" reacts with hydrocarbons 0.
photo-chemical oxidants. Among the
hydrocarbons, methane and acetylene,
act as simple asphyxiants Other
hydrocarbons like anthracene are’ non-
toxic but carcinogevic. Phenol can
quickly poison the body by offecting
central nervaus system. Flourides, a
halogen, acts as highly irritating and
toxic substance causing flourosis which

is the fixation of calcium in the body
by flourine.' The result s mattled
There may

teeth and softened bones.
cification of some
anemia and impairment
o observed due to

also be cal ligoments.

Loss of weight,
of growth is als

flourides.

Hydrocarbons, together with nitro-
in presenceé of sunlight
and air produces‘smog’ which is
one of the most important aspect of
The smog is the resulf
of a series of reactions, which ultimately
produces ozone, aldehydes, ketones
and peroxyacyl nitrotes( PAN ), of
these the effects of aldehydes and

ketones have been discussed before.

low concentration in the
gestion.

gen dioxide

air-pollution.

- OzOne in
air produces pulmonary con

form.

(7}

The symptoms of exposure te ozone
are mitially @ dry throat, followed
by headache, disorientation and altered
breathing.. The major impacts ot PAN
on man _appears to . be nasal and
throat irritation and alsO is responsible
for asthma attacks.

Tobacco smoke is also included
as a special pollutant because of the
extreme importance and concern of
this subject. Tobacco smoke contains
carbon-monoxide, mineral dust, fly ash,
nigtrogen dioxide, nicotine and formal-
dehyde as well as other organic tars.
It affects the central nervous system
causing bronchial constriction ond
irrtates the lungs which ~ results in.
caughing and ultimately cancer.

Particulatz materials too are
health-hazardous. Siderosis, Bysinosis,

Plumbosis, Asbestosis, Beryllosis are
some Of the diseases caused by the
particulate pollutants  like iron dust,
cotton dust, lead, asbestos and beryllium,
respectively. Other particulate pbllut-
ants of importance are cadmium
( causing food poisoning and lung
damage ), antimony ( kidney damage ),
arsenic ( digestive system irritation ),
mercury ( skin irritation and rash’,
silica ( shortening of breath ) ete.

_Air-pollution stands to be the



burning problem of medern civiliza-
tion. To solva the problem of air-
pollution; Organisations like Environ-
mental Protection Agency in washin-
gton, NEERI ( Nation Environmental
Engineering Research Institute ) in Indiq,
efc. are taking leading part. Man-
made emissions can be reduced either
by reducing emissions by improving
technology er by mechenicel removal

(8]

aofter formation.

But  removal of
pollutants on global basis is not at
all possible. No doubt, pollution
abatement  techniques  science can
develop but thev will be of ne use
unless and until man’s attitude towards
nature is changed. We should no

longer pollute over precious environ-

ment.  Let us eliminate the concept of

naiure os an adversary to be cenquered.

" The Guided Missile

INTRODUCTION

A guided missile is o robot
device which can be directed to target
from outside the weapon or by instrym-
ents built into it. It can change. course
to follow the evasive movement Of
a farget. By common agreement the
term * guided missile ” is also used for

an aircraft which flies through air or
space.

A guided missile is normally classi-
~ fied by the type indicating the location
of launcher and the target such a
ground to-air missile ’

DEYELOPMENT :

The use of military eeroplene in

= Loka Ranjan Baruah.

B. Sc. st yr.

1614-18 aroused considerable specula-
tion for developing o remote cotrolled
aircraft. By 1918 the Germans had
praduced o guided bomb controlled
by signals with a trailing wire connec-
ted with the launcher and the missile
for passing information The control

was executed by the lcunching  air-
craft operator.

In 1916 the U.S. A. produced «
propellant-driven plane with an unreli-

able guided system. By early twenties
the U. 8. A, had tried many pilotless
plane flights, But the control problem
remained unsolved, Then came the
Hollowman  Air Development in the
U.B. A. Robert H. Goddard af the



same tims was working on solid pro-
pzllants and in 1926 he succeeded in
firing a liquid - firing rocket which by
1930 rose up to an altitude of 2,000
feet and with a velocity of 500 miles
He also developed an auto-
matic gyroscopic missile stabilisation
and used vanes in the exhaust stream
and fired a rocket at

supersonic speed.

par hour.

for steering,

In early 1936 a programme Was
was made for the investigation of the
potentialities of the rockets as anti-

aircraft missile, long-range offensive

weapon. In 1947 a fairey guided mis-

sile was produced in the U. K. by the

Fairey Company. This wasan anti-

aircraft weapOn.

Necessity : A guided fmissile can
be fired from the ground against an
aeroplane and there aré also guided
missile designs which can he fired from
a bomber. A

lighter planes againfs
o be fired from

guided missile can als
pecial target on the
con-

a plane ot a s
ground. Large guided missiles
trolled by radar during the flight can
be launched from ships and planes.
Large drtillery concentrafion of guided
missile controlled during flight
bomb-proof underground basis can be
launched to @ range of meny hundred

from

o)

©O
(S

This is an accomplished mili-
tary fact. A combination of guided
missile fitted with atomic war-head

has also been developed.

miles.

It may seem from the above that
the gun as a weapon of future is dead.
This is not as the rocket cannot replace

its accuracy nor can if provide the

close support required by a field army.
The gun will hold its own up fo d
range of 30 miles. The rocket assis-
ted guided missiles will not then sup-
plement the gun as a weapon but

rather complement it.

The fighting services have indi-
cated an active inferest in guided wea-

pons. The list of requirement covers

o wide range and presents a formid-
able programme of research and deve-
lopment work. The necessity of liaisen
and collaboration between guided pro-
jectiles’ establishment and the establish-
ments responsible for radio and radar
research needs no comment and is
current in the U.S. A. and the USSR. The
testing of long-range guided projec-
tile requires huge barren areas and
ranges, say, up fo 500-1,000 miles,
to investigate the potentialities as long
range defensive/offensive weapons. The

British and the Australians are work-
ing &t Woemera ranges in Australia,
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The U. S. A. has Red Sands as ifs
testing ground and the USSR has simi-
lar arrangements in Siberia.

It may be argued that we need

guided missiles but that it involves
many serious problems. In a 100
mile range category the firing of many
guided missiles in terms of tonnage
will be like firing large volumes of
medium artillery with logistics, that
the gun itself being launched with each
round. Also, special arrangements to
collect, assemble and launch such huge
projectiles will have to be made. The

production cost if taken into consi=

While the cost
per round may be high the total ex-

deration sis enormous,

pense Of destroying a particular target
may be less than with other long
range weapon because of the increased
lethality of guided missile provided it
is perfected and thousands of its
compOnents work properly.

Thus one may conclude that in
spite of all problems they have come
fO stay as a further weapon of arti-
llery in the three medig, i. a, land, sea
and air for long-range effects in the

strategic field where the conventional
artillery has no place.

[ Help has taken from Col. R. L. Jetley’s
SATELLITES" to prepare this article. ]
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" A mon wauld do nothing, if he waited
until he could do it so well that on one wouyld fnid
fault with he has done. *

Collector : Editor, — Cordinal Newman
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A Brief Account Of The Ahoms

Historical Background : The Ahoms

are one of the main compOnents of
total Assamese population. The Ahom
tribe is known as Tai or Shan. As
tq the origin of the Ahom, it has
been found that a Tai or Shan prince,

belonging to the ancient kingdom of

Mungman, or Pong, situated in Upper
Burma on the Irrawaddy river was
deprived of his throne aond was
wandering about in the wilds of Upper
th a small but faithful band
crossed the
m  with his

Burma wi
of his followers. He

Patkoi and entered Assd
followers and discovered nof only
a kingdom but also founded dyncst.y
here in the year 1228 A.D. His
name wos Sukapha— the founder of
Ahom dynasty and added one more
people of the Mongoloid stock fo the
ethnographical maop of "Assam. The
Ahoms built their stronghold in Upper
Assm particulary, in the modern

; &
districts of Dibrugarh, Lakhimpur:

Sibsagar. At presentolso t}'}e r'no_uorr}ry
of the Ahom population s living in

— Kalyan Baruah.
B. Sc. Ist year.

these three districts. The Ahom, who
in course of time captured the whole
of the Brahmaputra valley and brought
it under their control ruled over this
kingdom for about six-hundred years
from the beginnig of the 13th century
to the middle of the 19th century.
The pastand the present class Strati-
fication : In traditional Ahom scciety, the
hereditary oristocracy and the specific
occupation helped in the growth of
different * Phaids ' or class. In the
past, the king or “ Swargadeo *
meaoning heavenly lord, was the sover-
eign and enjoyed great powers.
was a council of three ministers caolied

There

* Gohains ” to assist and advise him
in oll matters of the state. Thke selec-
tion of ministers was made from the
three families of the ' Gohains ’. The:e
three fomilies were the ' Bargohain ”
the
" Burag©hain 7, There were a number
of ' Paiks ” alloted 1o each of the
* Gohain "' families for their personal
work. The " Bar-Baruas” and “Borph-

[}

it

Barpatragohein °  and  the



ookons” were the viceroys to the king
who were usually placed in the charge
district " Pani-
Phookon ” or the * Nausaliye-Phoo-
kon > was the commander of the Navy.
The officer in charge of justice’ was
known as the ‘“Nyaysodha-Phookon”.
The “Deolia-Phookon™ was entrusted
with the affairs of the temples. Amba-
ssadors were called the ‘Katakis”.
There were also “Kakotis” or seribes
‘as in ancient Rome or Greek courts.
There were graded military officers
each entrusted with command of o
distinct platoon of soidiers; twenty
soldiers were commanded by a “Bora”’,
a hundred by a “Saikia”, one thousand
by a ““Hazarika™, three thousand by a
“Rajkhcrwa” and six-thousand by g
“Phookon”. The soldiers were known
os “Karis” or shaltsmen and the
“Paiks™ or the foot soldiers. There
were ““Mohan”. “Deodhai” and ‘Bqi-
loong™ who performed the function of
the priest There - were other various
groups, such -as “Barua”, “Bhuyan”
“Chetia”, '’Changrrai’, ‘ Gogor”,
“’Konwer”, “’Chiring” etc, which emere-

of administration.

ced numercusly mainly on functional
basis.. It is interesting to note that
these names of distinctions were also
given to the people who belonged to
the other religious group. Thai
why, ot present also, some of

is
the

[12]

above-mentioned titles, are seen
among all types of religious groups of
Assam. Inspite of the absence of the
rigid class siratification among the
Ahoms, yet somewhat class stratifica-

tion is seen in the socio-religious life

for practical purposes.

Religious life : It is a known fact
that the Ahom had their own tradifion-
al religious keliefs and practices. The
trital deity which the Ahcm originally
worshipped wos known as the ‘‘Som-
deo”. The idol is a jewel set in a
cylinder and enclosed in a series of
seven golden caskets. But during the
reign of king Sudangpha (1397 AD),
who was brought up by a Brahmin
family, Sokta cult of the Hinduism
was exerting influence in Ahom court.
Apart from the influence of the
Brohmins ond Sakta cult, Scnkardeva
initiated Vaisnava reformation to some
extent, during the Hso-Hum Mong’s
( 1497.1539 ) regime. Hso-Tom-La
( 1648 1663 ) exalted Hindu religion to
on extreme point and cdopted the
Hirdu nare Jayadhroj Singha and
become a deciple of the Auniati
Sotra’s Gosain,  After the acceptance
of Vaisnavism different “Sciras” had
be¢n established in /sscm by the
Ahcm. They built “"Namchars’’ as social
cnd religious institutions and petformed
Hindu . ceremonijes ' tte

such cs
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- #"Janmasthomi” ( birthday of Lord
Krishna ) and the Tithi of Sankardeva
( Death aniversery of sankardeva )
Some individual families performed
“Namkirtan” and “Bishnu Puja” by
reciting verses from the Bhagavata
‘or Gita, which continues even today.
The “Satra” and the “Namghar”
are the main social institutions, which
are the out come of the Vaisnavite

influence and which play an important

role in the socio-religious life of the

Ahom.

As the process of Hinduisation
or the Vaisnavism grew the AhoT,
gradually started to abandon their own
ritval and rites. But all the groups

were not influenced by the Vaisnavism,
specially the priestly sections which
couldn't give up their traditional prac-
tices though they accepted Vaisnavism.
They perform traditional ceremonies
Ma-Dam-Me-Phi” according
But at the same
form ‘‘Namk-

es, the

such as the
to their old tradition.
time, occasionally they per

In the religious ceremon

irtan”. '
Bhakat™? ploys the main role, who is
in all religious

free to participate 0

festivals.

After the accepfance of Hinduism,
stood distinct amongd
group merged with
the second has
ments 10

three groups
the ‘Ahoms. One
~ the Hindu social fold,
fetained some traditional ele

[13]

preserve its distinct identity, and the
third group.is in the middle of these
two groups. = The present stock of the
Ahom belongs to the third group. .

Marriage And Custom : The Ahom
never allow marriage within the same
group. This rule of exogamy is main-
tained by all the groups of Ahom. But
they can marry within the group only
after certain generations. The practice
¢f maintaining detdiled  ““Banshawali”’
( genealogies ) helped them to follow
this regulaticn. Cross-cousin & parallel-
cousin marriage is prohibited.

Though thz Ahoms were influen-
ced by the Vaisnavism, yet they perform
their marricge ceremoOny in traditional
#Chaklong” system. In the “Chaklong” -
marriage, the achievement and trivmph
of the ancestors Of at least seven
generations is recited by an Ahom priest
in Tai language. They perform various
other religious ceremonies and practices
in Tai language. The '"Me-Dam-Me-
Phi"’ is such an impoOrtant community
ceremony. In this social function the
ancestor of the whole Ahom cOmmunity
is worshiped. They organize their

community ceremonies with pomp and

grandeur.

Economy :— Agriculture is the
main source of livelihood of the Ahom

in rural area. The man, women and



children take part in agricultural activity.
Ahom women are expert weavers. In
certain families they maintain sericulture
and produce quality goods of Endi,
Munga and Pat. Inrural os well
as in urban areas they produce house
_ hold requirements in their family looms.
But now-a-days, people are gradually
going in for other kinds .of occupa-
tions. From the ancient time the Ahom
kings "were great patrons of learning
“and education. There are a good
number of highly educated people in
the Ahom community.

[14]
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Conclusion : Thus, the present
study of the Ahoms reveals a great
many distinguishable socio-religious
features, though they have merged with
the local people of Assam. They have
enriched the cultural and social set*
up and enlarged the Assamese society
to a great extent. At present, it is
quite impOssible to imagine,the Ahoms,
as @ different social group from that
of the Assamese, Many different tribes
and castes together form the great
Assamese society and the Ahoms form
a major part of it.
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Assamese Culture From Anthropological
Point Of View

Culture is @ social heritage which
is given by sociely to its individual.
According to Tylor, " Culture is that

Complex whole which includes knowl-
edge, beliefs orts and morals, law cus=-

toms cnd ony Other copabilities and

habits, acquired by mands member of

2 3
soclety.

L M- 1
The word 1 Agsamese’ Is an form

ation. It stands for the language called
""Asamiya” which is derived from the
state ‘' Asom?” which means tynparalled

or pearless”.
Assam is a fairly rich 1 4
i ures
treasures of late various old scdu p e;
i i co
anchitectural remains, stone an pp
inscriptions have comé to

i culp-
finest and the oldest specimen of s :
t in Assam is the

n ancient

tural or iconoplastic ar
. ¥
temple at “Dah-Parvatid

. 'o ’
ng district. The rock mssr.lp:_lo:
known as ““Umachald Rook inser'P Idis-

atie
covered in Kamakhyd near Gauh

— Nazmeen Anjum Hazarika
B. Sc. 1st year.

The Ahoms came to Assam in 1228A.D.
In the 16th and 17th canturies, they
errected Sivadol, (siva
Devidol, Vishnudol, Ranghar and Karen~
ghar which are now preserved by the
Archaeological survey of the govern-

Other scruptural rema-

temple)

ment of India.
ins are found inthe Sibsagar district.

Craftsmen,  artists,  sculptors,
architects, weavers, spinners; potfers
goldsmiths, workers in ivory, wood
ond cane flauriehed from ancient times,
gold washing and jewellerey, croft
were well known for their perfcetions.
Wearing is the fraditional craft  of
the Assomese and almost every \vomen
takes pride in their possesion of a hand-
loom On which silk on cotton clothes
of exquisite designs are made. The
ivory maker of Barpeta in Kamrup dis-
trict are executed with exquisite skill
and fineness. Cottage
Brass an Bell metals still flourish in Bar-
petd Sub-divison. Simple implements
like knives, sickle etc. are manufactured

by local blacksmiths.

industries in



Simple bamboo articles as'Polo,
Jakai, Juluki etc, are made by almost
every villager. For domestic use they
make kula, dala {Trays) bisoni (fan)
Bamboo mats are
madz for the purpose of drying paddy,
rice etc. The patisare used in summer
Another kind
of mat “kaths’” made of reeds are
used in the monasfries,\mOsques and

Saloni (seive) etc.

as underlay for beds.

temples os sitting mats. A common
article of use both os a hat
an umbrella is the “'Japi”

Tokoupat,

and as
made af

The crefts of enamelling gold and
silver jewellery flouriched in ancient
times also. The mcst typical of Asscm-
the dhulbiri, Jun
biri, bena, dugdugi, galpate, gamkharu
the thuria and the lukapaua.

ese ernaments are

The festival associated with the
begining of the season is the spring
time Bihu and that associoted with the
end is the winter Bihu. BoOhag Bihy
ushers in the new year (Mid April)
while Megh Bihu irdicates the gathering
of harvest  The spring time Bihy is
the Rangali Bihu, while Moaogh Bihu is
the Bhogali Bihu or the Bihu that one
enjoys with food and drink. Koti-
Bihu comes on the last day of Ahin
(Rswin) it is the kangali heggars Bihu,

[1€]

for there is nothing much to eat this
time. According to a muslim historian

of the 17th centuary the deseription
of spring time Bihu is as follows:

The people of Assam are hos-
pitable and jovial by nature. The
spring festival continues for @ month
or s0. In the morning of a particu-
lar day, all men and women dress in
new clothes, from the time of mid-sun,
boys and girls gather in open fields
and dance and sing their heart’s con-
tent”.  The first day of Bohag Bihu
is aalled “gory Bihu” — the day
when bulls, cows are bathed in
water, fecd with bringals etc. The
second day is called “Manuh Bihu” is
the new year's day. The two main
famous of the dance are ““Husari”
( carol singing ) and Bihunas”.

Assam silk famous all over in the
world is of three vaorieties (1) Eri
(2) Muga 3) Pat, Eri is soft, yellow

coloured warm silk; Muga, the geld
coloured silk and pat which is'a silk

in white or light yellew in coleur.

The silk indusiry is the oldest cottage
industry ef  Assom. Hendloom s
essential in every Assmese household.
Every Assamese gitl, rich or poor is

expected to know this art. A girl who
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cannot weave is not considered fit to
be a bride. In the words of Mahatma
Gandhi—'‘Every wOmen of Assam is a
born weaver’”. There iis- a spun silk
factory: in. Jagi réad near Nowgong. ~

There are great opportunities for
huntefs.  Most animals founds in the
state - are allowed to be shot, on
obtaining a licence from the forest
department. Rougue elephants can be
shot without obtaining licence. The
hunters.are allowed to keep the tusk.
There are many attractive places in the
state for bird shooting — usually the
marshy places on the footof the hills.
Wonderful fishing spots are available in
mc;ny rivers of Assam. Best season for
angling in Assam “is from Januory to
March. The Manas and Beki rivers are
angler’s paradise.
good fishing spots also.

We cannot say with certainity who

" physioxomical’

There are other

the original inhabitants of Assam were.
It is difficult to say whether the Dravidi-
"ans spread up to Assam, but some
Anthropologists ,have noticed some
~ fehfres ° “among the
people of lower Assam, But it is
certain that from 2000 B. C., there was
a movement of population from China
to India and the Mongolians ‘along
with the Northern Burmese formed the
bulk of population of Assam. The hill
tribes of Assam were the Garos, the
Khasis, the Mikirs, the Mijos, the
Dirr;gscs, the Kukis and the Zemi Nagas.

To sum up, the Assamese. culture
is o,compOSite culture.
of time, people and races of diverse
their

ethnic strains with

-

In the . process-

individual :

cultural traits came to. live here and.
mingled to build up the so colled great -

complex Assames culture, retaining at

the same time, tneir. district ethnic

identity.

# Reference Book

(1) Assam — By 5. Barkataky-
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# That we are still
forward, still di
ing the past:
we have this kin
country, of every coun
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ssatisfied with our present,

but looking forward to the future.
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vital, still looking
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inds, the future of our

alive, still

. S. Radhakrishnan.

R
&
1z
B
@.
¢
ARDNDNADR



The Brahmaputra And Its Geographical Character

Leged behind the name of the
Brahmaputra :-- The Kalika Purana
devotes two of its chapters to the origin
of the river Brahmaputra, According
to the holy book, Brahma had a son by
Amogha, wife of the soge Santanu.
The sage then placed the baby at a
place surrounded by four mountains.
That baby was afterwards rescued
from there by Parshuroma. Thus the
Brahmaputra rivers came into being.

The river Brahmaoputra i.e. the
son of Brahma is one of the Largest
rivers in the World traveling a distance
of about 2,900 Kms., throygh Tibet,
Assam and Bangladesh. |t s known
by different names in different places;
as for instance, Tsang-po meaning
“The purifier,” in Tibet.

Origin and the course of the river:-
The Brahmaputrag originats from q
great glacier of the Himalayas at an

— Hiralal Verma.

—Khagen Hazarika.

— Jyotsna Moyee Devi.
1st year B. A,

attitude of about 5,150 metres and
at the latitude and Longitudes of

30'31'N and 82'10°E respectively.

Tibetan
nome, Tsang-po, flows tﬁrough Tibet
for about 800 miles eastwards and

The river, under its

meels its first tributary, the Raga-Tsan-
PO from the north. It is one of the
mOst remarkable water ways of the
world in view of its elevation of
about 3,650 metres. After that the
river traverses a succession of rapids
between high Mt Gyalaperi and
Nomcha Baiwa (7,750 metres) and
turns to the south and south-west to
emerge from the foot-hills under the
name of the Dihang or Siang (in
Arunachal Prcdesh). Further it joins
two more tributaries— the Dibong or
Sikong and Lohit; then it enters into

Assam as Brahmaputra  across Sadia
frontier,
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The mighty river then rclls dewn
the Assam valley frem east to west
for a distance of about 720 kms. with
its chonnel osclllotmg from side to
side and forming mcny islands as for
e.g. Mojuli. This Largest river island,
Maijuli covers an .area of about 1,250
sq. km,, but there is gradual erosion.
During its courses the river receives
many tributaries (in Assam) from the
The chief tributcries
The Subansiri,

north ond south.
ore— from the ncrth,
The Monas, The Dhansiri, The Rongo
nadi, The Kameng, ond sO On; and
from -the south, The ‘Buridihing, The
Dishang, Tne Noa-Dihing, Thg‘ Copili
and so forth. o '

The river enters  Baongladesh

traversing round the spurs of the
Garohills and flows for a distance

of about 270 kms. across the alluvial -

plains before joinning the Canga. The
Brahmeputra j0ins the Ganga in its

lower course and falls into the Bay of

Bengal os Padma ond Meghana.

Geographical characteristics =

The most significont featire of the
river is that it is on antecedent river.

Inspite of subsequent upliftment of the

upper course it maintains its original
poth. This is olso a chorocterlstlc of

this river.

The Brbhmaput_ra has a - braided

chcnnel.  Heavy discharge of silts by
its tributaries af different places influe-
nce the formation of the channel:

The deep chanrel of the river hugs
more on the “southern bank than on

the nothern bark. During the flood
in the nothern iributaries, the tendency

is cppcrently inrrusiﬁed with.  heavy .

silts,

The work of gauge  discharge -
cksetvetion <:,t~ Dibrugarh, Gauhati,
Tejpur ond Dhuburi revecls that there
is grodual rise in the ‘level of the
river ped at Dhuburi and Tejpur and
a sudden uphecvol at Dibrugarh ofterl
1950 is supposed to be owing to the
effect of the 1950 eorthquake. The
more graducl rise in the lcwer ports
indicotes the effact of the ,det?ries‘

moring down slowly over the year.

The topogrophy of the region
nfluences the distribution of rainfall
in the basin. lts upper port,"in Tibet
is surrounded by mountains. As a



result, there is low rainfall and that
is.why the Trans-Himalayan region
gets the rainfall of little amount, only
about 250 to 500 m. m. whereas the
Brahmaputra plain receives about 2500
m. m. of rainfall from May to Septem-
ber. Consequently the water in the

upper reach of the river carries very
little amount of silt, but after entering
. the Assam valley the quantity of silt
increases.  During flood period the
Dihang brings down more sands and
pieces of boulders, but 'remains calm
and quiet in winter. Associated  with
the more friable nature of the outer
hills, the silt discharge in the northern

tributaries is generally greater than
Inthe southern tributaries,

27% of Assam valley remains
flooded during monsoon months due
to heavy rainfall and low carrying ca-
pacity of the river ‘and its tributaries.

[20]

-

The earthquake of 1950 led to numer-

ous landsides in the mountains which -
surrounds the valley. As a result, the
ercding and carrying capacity of the .
river increased and in its turn raised the
bed of the river. The Brahmaputra

has been causing a lot of damage to -

the areas lying along its courses since
the 1950 earthquake. The problem
of flood and erosion became acute
after 1954, because the National Flood
Control Department constructed embank-
ment of about 170 Km. and 210 Km
on the Brahmaputra and on its tribu-
taries. But they couldnot succeed™ who-
lly in their purposes. Since then, a
number of schemes have been formu--
lated. Neverthetheless, the flood in
Assam affects an area of about 810
Lakh hectares, of which about 1:20
Lakh hectares are the cropped areas.
The following comparative chart can

give an idea of damage caused by °
the river in 1949 70. '

VICTIMISED THINGS

THINGS UNITS 1969 1970
) Flood affected areas 8q. Km 8,054 T—g_a)7 |
———2— . — —— —_—
Affected people Thousands 1,468 2,136
| 31 Crop damage Million - 55 1,114
4| Victimised animals In number | 10,074 4,778
_ i _ '
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per year is abo
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Economic Importance :- The
Brahmaputra, in view of its economic
importance is one of the moOst
remarkable rivers in India. It has
great econOmic importance such as in
transport and communication facilities,
water supply facilities, power genera-

tion and so forth.

As for transport facilities the river
is navigable by steamers throughout
the year and steamers run from its
mouth to Tejpur and some times upto
Dibrugarh. It carries oil, tea, timber
and jute which are sent to Calcutta.
The total carrying capacity was

156,000 tons till recently. The volume

of cargos carried on by this route

ot onz million tons.
The good relationship between Our
country and Bangladesh has resumed
navigation between Assam and west
Bengal via Bangladesh. Thus the river
is a good intand water ways of

communication.

The Brahmaputra with its tributa-

ries yield @ constant supply of water

which is used
The areas which are not prosperous

because aof scarcity of. v'{aferfare
being benefited by irrigation  from

for various purposes. ‘

this river. It has rich power resources
also. However, there is shortage of
power in this region. Surveys and
investigation are being carried on for
the development of water-resources.
It is said that the river is one of the
causes of prosperity and progress in

the region.

The Brahmaputra - A part of natur-
al beauty :— The river, as it flow

through the beautiful Assam valley;

becomes a part of the Landscape. Some
times, blowing through the plains and
sometimes blowing the bends of the
hills, it has contributed to the natural
beauty of Assam. It provides many
picnic sports along its bank. The
scenic beauty of the river, on its cour-
ses hrough the valley, is unique. M. K,
Gandhi once said, ‘| have seen the
beauly of the river Thames by sitting
on its bank in London but now sitting
at Agnighar in Tejpur; | feel that
the Brahmoputra has got much more
beauty than that of the river, Thames.’

The Brahmaputra is one of the
most remarkable rivers in our country.
It regulates and controls the' life of
the inhabitants of the region in all
respects. The Brahmaputra with its ex-

tensive  potentialities of transport,



w ater=supply and hydal power plays
important role in Assam. Simultaneo-
usty, there is also greot panic of flood
which disstablizes human life and cau-

ses great damage, particulorl; in the

rainy seasons. The solution may be

. .
achived by building mutipurpose reser-
voirs for water fishing development:

and fcr transport {acilities.

N. B.  Helps taken from Geography books.

—Writers.

A SMILE

—Md, Sazzadur Raohman.

P. D. Sc

" Just a little smile on your lips

Cheers your heart
Keeps you in good humour

Preserves peace in your souls

Promotes your health
Beautifies your face

, Induces kindly thoughts
Inspires kindly deeds.

Smile to yourself +-until you notica that your cons-
tant seriousness, or even severity has vanished.
Smiile to yourself - ‘until you have warmed your own

Then:--

Go' out - and radiate your smite.

heart with the sunshine of your countenance.

N

That smile...has work to do - work to do for God.

You are an apostle now, and your smile
your instrument for winning souls,

. Sanctifying grace dwelling in your
give the special charm to your smile

is

soul will
which wilt

render it productive of much good.



RIHEEZERRRRZRRRRRIRER LR GEG GRS
g 3
g "How a poem to be judged ? g
%& In two ways —by its great lines and by g
. . on

i total impresston. g
% Collector : Editor. —Edwin Markhan. g
% ,_...,Mummmmm&&mwg



[23]

Smile — on the lonely faces
Smile—on the timid faces
Smile — on the sorrowful faces

Smile— on the sickly faces

Smile—on the fresh young faces

Smile —cn the wrinkled old faces
Smile — on the familicr faces of your family

and friends - let oll enjoy the becuty and insp'ring.
Count if you will, the number of smiles your smile
has drawn from others in one day. The number
will represent how rany times you have promoted
contentment, {oY» satisfaction, enccuragement, OF
confidence in the. hearts of others. These good

dispositions olways give birth to unselfish acts

and noble deeds. :
Your smile can bring new life and hope ond
into the hearts of the weory, the Over

courage
d, the tempted, the lost.

burdenad, the discourage

Your smile -0 con prepare the way for a

o God. Smile to0; ©on Cod ... smile

sinner’s return t
e of whatever He

on God in loving acceptonc
ife, and yOu will merit to have

sends into your |
f God goze on you

the radiantly smiling foce a ‘
with special love throughout etesnity.

3
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"How a poem fo be judged ? :
In two ways —by its great lines and by
its tofal impression.”

Collector : Editor. —Edwin Markhan.
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Shert story — ’

HER LAST CLASS

’

As the bell rang announcing the
fourth period, Mrs Gayatri Devi co-
llected her books, register, chalks etc.
and left the teachers’ common room
for her next class. Her class was ot
the other end of the building, so
in order to reach the class so~n, she
often walked fost, but today che
walked slowly, lazily. . ’

Mrs. Gayatri Devi was a lean
medium height women, with sharp
features consisting of long thin.nose,

tight lipped mouth, eyes bespectacled
and the hair tied tightly at the nape
of her neck. Though her heijr wces
black in colour, here and there one
could find a few traces of grey, spe-
cially at the temples, At q guess her
age might ke forty or forty two, give
or take One or two years.

A smile creased her usually stern
face, as she thought about her students
of class eight, who at this very mo-
ment were probably busy tak'ng out
their exercise books, she knew - that
the usual air of terror will be there

— Pratik Chowdhury
B. A. 2nd year

over them. But that was nothing un-
common  with her, it wos the same
with every other class she took. She

knew that the students were afraid of
her-

She was. maths teacher and a
very strict one at thot, so the students
had every reason to fear her and
she knew it must be so. After all
she believed in the old moxim ‘spare
the rod and spoil the child’, and al-
most every student from class five to
class eight could canvinee yau that
she certainly backed her words or ra-
ther the maxim with zealous dedication

Now as she entered the closs,
after an unusuol delay of five minutes
or so, lost during the wunusual lazy
walk accompanied by thoughts. of her
reputation, she changed automatically
to tough old Mrs. G. the maths tea-
cher, and set about her buisness. Af-
ter the attendance etc. she took out
the maths book ond fcced the <tudents,
who virtuatly sh-ivelled under her stare-
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She turned to write a - problem
on the board, then thought s8omething
better and turned back to the students.
“Now laok here’’—she said in her
usual grating voice —*| think most of
you don’t know thatthis is"—a dra-
matic pause —“my last class.” Sturned
silence and disbelief greeted the ann-
ouncement. She then decided to goon
softly and gently, so she tried to
bring some softness into her voice,
but all she was capable of achieving
in this respectwas only to reduce her
voice toa few decibels. " A fantastic
achievment though, for a lady who
never spoke like this to her students
before, and a rare dawn of realization
on the students, who never even in
their dreoms had thought that she

could speak in a lower tone, let alone
softly. She went on uninterrupted —

“Actually this is my last day in the
school, | am to retire from this job,

so0 from tomorrow onwards you will
maths teacher.” Was she
it was the fact, the

e beginning to smila:
and were exchanging '| told you 30
| Knew she was going’ glanees.
em and this is what you
Well she had acked
forit. She smiled along with them
and then all of @ sudden she realized
thot the class was taking af:{vantage of
hel; softness and was talkur_\g Iovily.
She instantly froze the smile on her

have a new
dreaming ? No,
little rascals wer

and
Be kind to th
get, she thought.

- solved within ten minutes.

lips and transformed herself to ‘tough
old Mrs. G>—as she was well known
among her students.

0. K. now you bunch of idiots
back to work ” and she gave the class

o hard problem to solve. “ | want it
Every One

of you, or else «=++ "' ‘She left the
sentence half; It carries more weight and
threat this way, she thought. She was
a person who liked to do things in a
dramatic way. It was for this habit of
dramatising things, that she was some-
times called as ‘Mrs G the dramatist.”
In foct she had acquired quite a few
names in her long career, most famous
and note worthy among them were
"Tough old Mrs G, Mrs G the dramati-
st, MrsG the sadist’— after she had once
used the cane liberally on the whole
class, which had failed to solve the
previous day's home work.

It was not that Mrs Gayatri Devi
was unaware of these names given to
her by her loving (?) students. Only
she didn’t bother cbout it, instead she
went on doing her duty more zealoys-
ly then before, Now as she sat back

on the chair, she let herself relox and
allowed her mind to go down the

memory lane.

She remembered herself qs q
young girl, who was the only child of



her parents.  She. was much .loved by

every body. Then one day, when she
was four years old, she knew something
had gone wrong, the house was calm
and quiet even though there were many

people around that too in the morning.
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All of them talked in hushed voices. -

Some of the visiting ladies even cried
~when they saw her. Seeing all this she
_ desperately wanted to see her mother
but she was held back by her “ayah,”
who told her that her mother hod gone
to see her father off on a business trip.
She was surprised at her father’s sud-
den departure, because every timz he
had gone out he uzed to come to her,
coax her with gifts and then hs would
leave her.  She saw her mother later
in the evening in white dress. Her

mother had embraced her with her
tears.

Later she was told that her father
was out on a_ business trip, and since
then she never saw her father again.
When she grew up she knew the myst-
She then knew that her. father
had made a deal with death on that

ery.

fateful day, when she was four years
old.

After this, life was no longar the

same for her, it went through many

twists and turns, she some how mana-
ged tO come out of this maze, with a
bachelor’s degree in science, and jo-
ined this school, eighteen years ago.
some time in between these eighteen
years, she met and married a young
colleague of hers, who blessed her
with ason.  On the long way of life,
her husband couldn®t keep up the

pace with ner; and he died in an acci=
dent.

For her the wheel of fate had
turnad a full circle, for she was again

back to the point from where she had
started. Now she too faced the some
problom as her mohter had faced
befor.her. She was left in this world
all by herself with g child to support.
But her positicn was only slicht better
than her mother's had seen, because
unlike her mother :he was already
established with o jcb ond she was
educoted.

From then, she stook life as it was.
She Went about her duty, withouyt -any
passion or emotien. In a Way she
did show some em-tion toWords her
duty When she dealt with her stud znts.
Tcwards them she had 4 certain
cbrefully careless atfitude, In her heart

of hearts she didn't want any of these
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young boys or girls to suffer like her,
the thought itself dreaded her. So it
was - her belief that if these students
were pushed hard enough they could
cater be ableto stand up on their feet
ond face the world, in case they too
become the victims of cruel fate.
Moreover, this tyrant like attitude to-
wards the students gave her a sense
of fulfilment, a sense Of satisfaction,
that she was really doing her duty
faithfully. :

The jarring sound of the bell clo-’

sed the gates of the memOry~ lane,
and she was brought back to the
present. She looked up af the .closs
and - said — ““Well- have you all finished

the problem 2’ The silence answered

her question in negative, but instead

of being angry she just felt sad onfj
helpless. She got up from fhe chair
“and addresed the class in her .usual
_grating voicer minus a few decnblfzs.
«Now look here children as | said,
from tomcrrow you will have a new
maths teacher. Try tO b'e'gO_O.d to him,
obey him and for God's s'oke don’t

.ve him names as you did to me.”
And with this she oc.c'omplished. an
incredible feat by smiling charmingly
_at the class. The students could’nt
pelieve their eyes that she was really
smiling, for it Was the first time they

had seen her smile at them charmingly. -

you know | always loved you all,

even though | was very strict with
you most of the time. You all may have

hated me, but | never hated you,
“and also, | never regreted anything
| always knew

that | did to you.
that Whatever | was doing, 1 Was
doing it for your own good.” For
lady like her of a few wuords, it

a
lecture she had

certainly was a long
ever delivered.’

The ensuing silence was broken
by a back bencher—she always had
considered them to be the scum of the
class, good for nothing. “Madam ,
please,...please . don’t leave us, please

“don’t go, we - we shall certainly miss

you very much .'And the boy sat
down confused, not knowing what to
say.

“I..1..1 have to go, l...con’t help
it. | am deeply touched by you all

Thank you . thank you all = thank you”’

it was all she could manage to say
at the moment. She felt a chaking
lump in her throat, she swallowed it
hard and left the class fighting hard to
keep back her tears. Once out side
the closs room, the daom was let
loose and she cried, cried and cried.

“Damn it, now | know that | am
really getting old”—was her thought

as she walked back to the teachers’
common room.

1



Short Story —

COME ON—RANO

Rano was her nick name. She
was a young mischievous girl of six.
Belive me, it was she with whom
| was ever-happy. She was the one
whom | loved most. On her part,
Rano always used to share her act-
ivities with me. As q young girl, she
looked beautiful and innocent, and
of course, innocent she was,

4

I was in college Hostel when the
news about Rano’s death reached me.
You can hardly realise how much |
was depressed when | heard this.

Tears rolled down my cheeks and my
blood was frozen.

It Was a spring bright evening, the
leaves of the trees Were light green.
The flowers blossomed everywhere and
the whole atmosphere seemed happy
and gay. | was playing lawntennis
with one of my friends. Just then,
the peon entered and looked sharp-
ly ot me and said “Telegram, please.”

"Telegram ? Where from 2" | ask-
ed him anxiously. “From Assam,”

~

—Amrik Singh
P. D. Science (1st Year)

He_ answered softly. | took the tele-
gram and signed the receipt and
then opened, my heart began to beat

faster than before and the telegram

read as follows .— “Rano died of
illness. Come Soon,” —Arvinder.

I crunched the telegramgand the

lawntennis racket dropped fram my
hand and | lost my
moment or two.

/

senses for a

“"What's it 9" gsked my friend
in eager tone, “Any bad news” ?
“Yes, more than that, my younger
sister died of illness,” | -said drily.
“Oh | How sad, | am really very sore

ry for your great loss, but how, was
she ill " my friend asked, '

That’s what | can’t understand,
I said, “Two doys ago only | recei-
ved a letter from home and it con-
tained that everybody at home was
Well and good except young Rano

who was slightly ill byt nothing to
worry about
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Kumar Das
(a) In-charge: Prof. P. D. Chetia

(b) Adviser - Prof. M. Sarmah

9 Minor GamesiSecy. : Mr. Altaf Hussain
(a) In-charge : Prof. A. K. Dutta (Jr.)
(b) Adviser : Prof, B, Chaliha

10. Gymnasium Secy. 3 Mr. Bhupen Bor-
gohain

Vice President : Mr. Kripal Kumar Barua

(a) In-charge : Prof. G. P, Koiri
(b) Adviser : Prof. J. K. Mchanta

11 Social Service Secy. : Mr. Jogesh

Chiring
(al In=charge : Prof. D. Chaliha
(b) Adviser : .. G. Barah

12 Music Secy : Mr. Dilip Das
(@) In charge : Prof. P, Chakravorty
(b) Adviser: ,; M. N. Sarmah

13 Boys’ Common Room Secy. -

Mr. Abhimanyo Baruah
(a) In-charge : Prof. A. K. Dutta * Sr)
(b) Adviser : ,, M. R. Sarmah

14 Girls’ Common Room Secy, :
Miss Krishna Phukon
(e) In-charge : Prof. (Mrs.) A. Baruah
(b) Adviser : R. Baruch

r rr

15 Union Adviser :

(1) Vice Pricipal K. K, Baruah
(2) Prof. Dr, P, K. Dutta

(3) ., M- Hassan

@rs 5 M Choudhury

&) +» N. C. Duttg
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With Best Compli-ments;— V
From MINERVA STORE
" (King of Suiting) :
‘NEW “MARKET .
‘Dibrugarh’
Pailorirg is'o0r speciality

DIBRU SPORTS MART
Sports specialists & - general - merchants
'& Sutton Seeds Stockist
Rajanikanta Bordoloi‘Rocld -

_DIBRUGARH— 786001
e

. N I
Please Step In
National Foo

~ For

All kinds of Ladies, Cent
Shoes & Gandals

At
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KEDIA MARKET

Please enquire:for

All kinds of school, college, medical,

Law, B. T. & P. G. classes books'
AT S

National Libfai’y L

New Market s DIBRUGARH—786001

L,

e

With best conipliments from
ALLIED MEDICAL STORE'
Dispensing chemists, Druggists &

Order Suppliers

- {MANCOTTA ROAD
~DiB-~786001

DIg—786001
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With (‘Beét*Comﬁliméqfs' From—
..MON!I_STORE
QIBRUGARH Ph: 961 -

Authortsed Dealer for Double Bull
Shirts and weorld famous Avis Jeans.

é

!.

With besi com—phmcnfs from

MOHAN'S

“{A Kedia enterprise)

A shopping paradise’ for  suiting,

“shirtings, sarees & wool
" Tailoring is our speciality
KEDIA MARKET,_ DIBRUGARH,

[ X ¥,

Good w:shrs for
HAPPY NEW YEAR

From

Beﬁga! Watch Co.

NEW MARKET, D1BRUGARH.

For quality Photograph
Please step in

OMICOS STUDIO

Rajanikanta Bordoloi Path

m— D
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DIB —786001
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