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FOREWORD

The publication of “Basantir Abhishek” marks
a new epoch in the history of the Assamese
Literature.  The sulject the musical interlude
1s the re-juvenation of nature by the touch of
Spring. The characters are the indespensable
messengers and companions of the spring, Kuli
or the cuckoo, Ketaki or the Assamese nighti-
ngale, Pakhili or the butterfly, Seuti and Malati,
the typical flowers of the season, Malaya or
the sweet southern Spring breeze, all contributing

‘to the magical apotheosis of nature, viz ; the
‘coronation of “Basanti Rani” or the Spring

Queen. © The theme, as such, is simple and
elemental ; and the lyrics interspersed throughout
the piece are in accord with the functions of
the respective characters, The songs have the
additional charm of being set in airs appropriate
to the message which each singer brings to
this oreat (!}-ll‘lri\?;l] of nature, and several of
them hoffux- us many exquisite specimens of the
indigenous tunes of Assam, both Aryan and

non-Aryan. The language of the dialogue as



|e

well as of the Iyries has been cast in a mould
to suit the lips of children whose souls are
ore responsive to the enchantment of nature
than those of grown-up people, To weave a
drama with materials culled from the ver v bosom

of nature, sown broadcast over the face of the

earth 1s o new thing in  Assamese literature.
Though small in bulk, “the B;muntir Abhishek’
has inaugnrated a new phase i 1 Assamese litera-
ture. by musically 1nr{=1p1et1ntr a nature-pheno-
menon “true in all elimes and  ages

The text of the dialogues has . bheen composed
by Sriman Muktinath Bardolol. and the lyries
and the tunes have been supplied by his father
Srijut Kirtinath Bardoloi, the A ssamese master-
musician of the present da Y. who has contributed

a great deal in promoting the study and popu-

larity of the native ajrs of the Assamese people,
May the tunefy] efforts of the father and the

son lay the foundation of a world  literature
among  theip countrymen,

Cotton Coll: ave, N

Gauhati ( ASSAM ) Sdj- S, K

]ﬂhuy:m.
December, 12, 1999,
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“Zimes of Assam’’ daled 14th. January 1030 :—

“Sreejut Kirtinath Bordoloi is to be thanked
for his efforts in getting the indigenous tunes
of our Assamese national songs into the fore
front of public life, and his latest enterprise is
the publication of a small opera named “Basantir
Abhishek”, which was staged ¢n the occasion
a special “sitting of the Jorhat Mahila Samiti
in the Chandrakanta Hall the other day, The
performance was highly successful and the little
girls singing the airs of native music were
highly appreciated. Mor. Bordoloi should be
encouraged, and I think this is the first enter-
prise in the national indigenous music rendered

into tunes and played successfully.”
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