“Assam Commercial Company” Pross, Dibrugarly, Assam




INTRODUCTION.

Of all the provinces in India, only Assam
enjoys the reputation of having a regular history
since the thirteenth century. Even here, the his-
tory recorded the rise and fall of kings and dynas-
ties, the wars and treaties, the insurrections and
intrigues, the courts and durbars. Hardly do we
find in the pages of the history facts which indi-
cate the condition of the general run of the people.
This was probably because the status of the people
was not recognized by the Government. The
affairs concerning the people were regarded not of
sufficient importance for perpetuation in a history.
In fact, history, as a science, was not known then.
It was merely a chronicle of political events. The
historian, or rather the chronicler, did not dive
deep down to find out the undér-currents of these
events He had no suspicion that the common
affairs of mankind were the greatest force which
brought about political events. We are left in the
dark regarding the hopes and aspirations, the
fears and anxieties, the thoughts and ideas of the
people. As a result, we find difficulty in under-
standing many things which would have been quite
intelligible if the historian had known the proper
limit of his domain. What has thus been lost can-
not certainly be recovered. But, I think, an
attempt can profitably be made to bring into view
some of the lost things which have been preserved
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to us unsuspectingly in the mass of popular pro-
verbs which have been handed down from genera-
tion to generation. These proverbs, when properly
analysed, will be seen to contain facts which cover
a wide field. They include mode of living, cus-
toms and habits, systems of government and socie-
ty, ideas of religion and morality, the nature of .
cultivation and indu:try, the voluie of trade and
commerce and mauy other things. It will be
found that many of the facts which have been dis-
covered by the help of these proverbs will throw
a flood of light on the social history of Old Assam.
It is interesting to find, that the facts which. have
thus been recovered from the dark womb of the
Past are not contradicted by the recorded events
of history.  On the other hand some of the hig-
torical events become more intelligible by the
- unfurling of the proverbs which had epitomised
them. For example, take the proverb ‘i ET
501 2% “I157 B1f | ool = ool 2 verg corfatfa
The Fatiyah i’ Ibriyah has it that the people were
very skilful in weaving embroidered silk cloths.
- The ahove proverb supports this historical fact.
It does something more. Tt says that even after
the deecay of thig industry, the people highly
appreciated the value of silk, and ‘waist-bands
made of pat continued to be a faghion for a long
time. Again, it ig g well-known historical fact
that the Bhuyans wicldeq large powers about the
12th century ‘4. p. The above proverb supports
this historical fact, It further says that, even
after their fall, the Bhuyans were rézarded as’a
class highly honourahle i the society. Some of
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the facts which are based on the proverbs again
find support in the writings of such an eminent au-
thority as the Chinese pilgrim Hiuen-Tsiang (640
A: D.). He says:—They [ the people of Kama-
rupa | are earnest in study * * * *  The king
is fond of learning and the people are so likewise
in imitation of him.” ( see proverb—“sz1g v
t3(eT a1 @z fsfarg fAfsre wai”)  The author
of the Fatiya i’ Ibriyah gives an account of the
condition of Assam in 1562 A. p.. According to him
the purda system was unknown among the women
and betel-leaf and unripe areca-nuts were con-
sumed in large quantities. ( see proverbs—“cifem
Sifeq olae B9 | cefom 99 I8 SR “Ire
©%Y, ©fF O[F4, %7 MR G | IR ST 34
weta @i fg #fafa f$1”) The author of the
Fatiyahi’ Tbriyah after giving a glowing descrip-
tion of the town of Gargaon (the capitai of Assam)
says:— ‘“There are other houses in Ghargaon,
strong, very long and spacious, full of fine mats,
which must be seen to be a ppreciated” (see proverbs—
B e, TS A 8T At TS E Aref” o)

A proverb is an exact epitome of facts.
This being so, when a custom changes with the pro-
gress of ideas, we must naturally expect a corres-
ponding change in the proverb. This is exactly
what we find in our proverbs. According to Fati-
yah i’ Ibriyah, polygamy was general in Assam, as
was the case in other, parts of India. Even now,
polygamy prevails in Assam.  But it is now more
an exception than a rule. When polygamy was
general, the sacred love between a hushand and a
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wife was not known. The wives were more or less!
like sla.ver:i, and a number of wives served as so-
~many lahourers who worked for the household with-|:
out wages. As the ideas of marriage and love|
. developed, we find new proverbs springing up to|
indicate the changes from time to time. One|
meets with many proverbs which at first sight|
. seem to be contradictory or inconsistent with each
other, but which on consideration will turn out 10/
be the process of development which wil] material
ly help in building up the social history of the
- people. Thus, in the days of the author of Fatiyal
1’ Ibriyah, polygamy was general. After this cameé,

a time when polygamy was not in general favour
( see proverb—“sfeN-gsYqy S EE ECTIE «37d|
FRAM@M AL -(Fie® 2 (| ) The process continued",\'
at a progressive rate of disfavour ill a time arriv-
ed when the society highly discountenanced the
system (see proverb—“gz f'@?’:, CETCHIR-CTT W | 
52 fod, 1157 @5 | foft fod, wems s1s | 51 Fodt,
33 2[S i) The downward process rolled on tjll
~ at length polygamy came to be confined, as a gene- |
ral rule, to the lowest stratum of the society (see

Proverb—“ITaty @rAEN, AN Fofiwh
SIst @eare T3 1)

The proverbs are the richest . store-house '
of a nation. What is more, they are the most
faithful chronicler of events. An historian’s re
cord may be vitiated by personal lies ; but the|
record which is entwined round a proverl sets forth
a fact which is universally adopted. The only

thing which we must guard against in drawing ont
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:slfa.cts from proverbs is to see that the proverbs are
o/ not spurious. The genuineness of a proverb
- is tested by two things ; (1) whether the proverb
e has come down from ancient times, and {2) whether
o/ the form of it is everywhere the same. The
e| proverbs which have been rezorded in this book
t are those which we have heard from our grand-
h | fathers and grand-mothers. They have come down
0 't0 us in the same way in which our grand-fathers
- and grand-mothers found them. Our grand-fathers
and grand-mothers got these proverbs again from
their grand-fathers and gra.nd—mdthers in exactly
the same form. We may therefore safely infer
.| that these proverbs are ancient. That they are
¢ samé everywhere in Assam is a fact which is well-
]0known to all.

L | et fa+]

-1 The Assamese language is the richest of all
' the Indian languages. It contains the largest
/| I'{lxlmber of pure words as distinguished from words
taken bodily from the Sanskrit language or borr-
owed from other sources. It is the richest in the re-
oion of proverbs also. That it contains the lar-

bl

b}

, | gest number of proverbs is'itself an indication that
it is the most ancient language of all the Indian
| langua,'ges. The richer a language is, the more nu-
merous its proverbs are. The experiences of the
people are collected in a crystallised form and give
rise to proverbs. These proverbs tell the history of
the people in a nut-shell, of a period when a regu-
lar history was not known. I have collected in
this book only an infinitesimal number of Assamese
proverbs. If all the proverds are collected, a big
yolume will be the result. As my attempt is in an



entirely new channel, T have thougt it expedient
to confine myself to a limited number of proverbs,
with an idea of enlarging the work subsequently, if

the present book be found by the public to be in

any way profitable. I shall try in the next. edi-

tion to trace the development of proverbs and give

their dates as far as it will he possible to do so.

Jorhat;

3 Benudhar Rajkhowa.
15th April 1917. |




HISTORICAL SKETCHES OF OLD ASSAM:

BASED -ON AN ANALYSIS OF POPULAR PROVERBS.

The numerical figure on the 2ight hand side of a para in
the body of the bavk indicates the serial number of the proverd in
the Appendizx which forms the basis of the historical fact described
in the particular para. :

CHAPTER 1.
MEN.

1. The inhabitants of the upper districts of
Assam were cleverer than those of the lower
districts. = (210).

2% Men were expected to be as ardently
attached to their mothers after their mar-
riage as they were before their marriage.
This however did not often happen, as the
men loved their wives so dearly, that some-
times they obliged their wives in particular
ways against the wishes of their mothers. (92).

8 A widower had very little chance of
marriage, as the girls were generally married

to young men who had never been. married
before. (131).



Chapter I S Para, 4—14.

4.

5.

-

10.
11.

12,
13.

14.

The men of Gargaon, the capital of Assam,

were exceedingly clever as might naturally
be expected. (64), (63). -

The men used home-made dhuties with red
borders. (67).

The Miris were regarded as an unreliable
tribe. (104).

In each family, there was an old man who
controlled the affairs of the house-hold. (73).

Men after marriage did not treat their
mothers kindly. (95). _

The people set a-higher value upon their
sons then upon their.d-aughters, because their
sons would stay with them throughout life and
support them in their old age. (93), (207).

The rate of -casualities among men in
battle was rather high. (181).

The Ahoms were clever people. (17), (15).
The Hindus were subtle and acute. (15).

The Doms ( Nadiyals ) were simple folk.

- (15). ~They were lazy and noisy people. (24).
They: were desultory and niggardly in their
habits. (23). They scarcely cultivated paddy.
(199'). They invariably lived on the banks of

rivers. (87.). - They were considered un-
touchable, (126)..

The Brahmins walked about with capaci-
ous bags, so that they could put into them
many things which they received from people
by following their craft, (109), (149).

\
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17.

18.

181,

20.
21.

22.

23.

24.

25,

.Chnpter I 33 Para. 15—25.

The fashionable men used to wear gold
karias (ear-rings) on their ears. (226).

The husband dearly loved their wives, even
though they happened to be ugly. (174).

A young man had no hand in the selec-
tion of his bride. His paient did it for
him. (137).

A man sometimes took a wife at an advanc-
ed agei.e. even when his son by his first
wife had attained a marriageable age. (137".

The Barias (Suts) were regarded the most
decent people. (51). '

Good Brahmins were respected. (148).

The Miris tied their legs, arms and loins
with pieces of cane. (221).

The men were of forgiving disposition.
(122), (224). Hostile feelings rarely lasted

for six months. (10).

The great men were magnanimous. They
did not hurt persons who were too weak. (4).

The husbands loved their wives too much.
They might be called servants of their wives,
although as a matter of fact they had paid
for their wives and so their wives should
have been their servants. (117).

The men had beards and moustaches. A

man without beard and moustache was an
object of general redicule. (176).
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12,

CHAPTER II,
WOMEN.

The married women put on vermillion on
their forehead and balas of conch-shell on
their wrist. (188).

The Brahmin widows lived rather a stingy
life. (141).

‘The women used bracelets. ~The poor
used bracelets made of bell-metal. (40), (16).

‘Bad moral character in &' girl was consi-
dered a disgrace to the whole family. (66).

Girls were ardently attached to their
mothers, even after they were married. (92).

The women knew weaving. They made
rihas with  red borders.  Rihas of this type
were in special favour with them. (206).

The women used jham pis. (205).

The woman-kind were regarded .un‘trust-
worthy. (104). '

Step-mothers were harsh to their step-
children. (48), (47). The treatment was some-
times most disgusting. (7)-

The poor women earned their living bY
spinning cotton. (3)

The slave women were not I
ed. (145).

Husbands dearly loved their

<indly treat-

wives and



Chapter 1T, 5 Para, 13—2I.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

1,08

20.

21.

were generally indulgent to them. (145), (156)
(72). They consulted their wives in all im-
portant matters. (72).

Nuns were unknown. In every family
there was a wife who had the charge of the
house-hold affairs. (74).

Girls were eagerly sought in marriage. (95).

Girls were perfectly trained in house-hold
duties by their mothers-in-law. (173). Mo-

‘thers-in-law themselves had to behave proper-
ly so that they might train the girls better

by means of example. (101}, (9).

Mothers were extremely affectionate (2).
They did not like to send their sons away to a
distant place. (175), (168).

Wives loved their hushands in proportion
to the amount of good things which their
husbands could give them. - (168).

Daughters were considered to be of less
value than sons, in-as-much as they - had
to be' given' away in marriage. . (93),
(207). ;

High value was attached to the character
of a girl. (169). |

Death-rate of women at child-birth was
rather high. (181).

A woman’s qualification was judged by the

‘amount of panji which she could spin out of

a given quantity of cotton, (106), and by the
manner in which she could do it. (140). '

w



WChapter II. 6 Para. 22—29

22. A woman’s qualification was judged by the
shortness of time in which she could weave &
cloth properly. (I12).

Lo
o

Weaving was considered an accomplish-
ment among the ladies of the aristocracy.
It was only the women of the cultivating
class who did not know weaving. (139).

24, Elaborate designs representing flowers etc.
could be woven into the cloths, (139).
25. The women worked hard anq were not a

burden on their husbands, They had the II

confidence of earning their own livelihood,
even if left to themselveg. (231).

26. . Old Brahmin women were held up to ridi-
cule as an extreme case of egoism. (8).
27, 1t was the wife who actually governed the

household. She had the charge of the child-
ren, and brought them up in the right way.
The hushand looked up to his wife for help
and guidance in domestic affairs. (72).

28, Polygamy was a rare occurence. (72).
Only the aristocracy could afford the luxury
of having several wives. (18).

29. The women hugked paddy on dhenkis. (37).

] .

50. The women of Koliabar were expert weav-
ers. (38),

9 .

31. The slave women were regarded as abomi-

nable creatures, and tregted rather inhuman-
ly by their masters. (27).

43 .The Bil“ng Women earned thejr livelihood )
chiefly by fortune-telling which sometimes

-
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38.

39,

40

41.

43.

44.

turned out to be- true and sonetimes
false. (25).

Veils were in use among women. (31).
A woman with a plumpy face was regard-
ed ugly. (31).
The women liked the thiya-khopa i. e. the
towering lock of hair on the head. (227).

A woman with a stout waist was regarded
extremely ugly. (220).

The ladies of the gentry were stout and
plump. They chewed pan rather too much.
(230). .

When a man wished to take a wife, he had
t6 pay a certain sum of money to her pa-
rent. (117).

The women were prettily dressed. (221).

The women engaged in their work very
early in the morning, such as dusting houses,
clearing utensils etc. (236).

The husbands made rather ‘a free use of
their birch on the back of their wives. (23).

A man conld tak?a wife even from a low
caste by performing the necessary purifica-
tory ceremony. (120).

The girls had_ freedom in choosing their
husbands.  (42).

The ugly girls who could not possibly be
given away an Assamese in marriage were

disposed of to the Nagas, who compensated
their guardians adequately. - (220).
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45.

46.
47.

48.

49.

Girls after marriage were not allowed by
their husbands to visit therr parents’ house
frequently. (97).

The women used to catch fish. (79).

‘The girls were free before marriage.
They would put on veils since their mar-
riage. (196).

The women were high-statured. Those of
short stature were looked down upon. (105),
(108). :

Spinning was a hard and unprofitable
profession for the poor class of women. (108).

A girl who did not know weaving was consi
dered highly disqualified. It was difficult for
such a girl to secure a bridegroom. (215).

Widows were seldom taken as wives. So
also girls who were not grown-up. (225).

—————

CHAPTER IIIL
MARRIAGE.

Girls whoge mothers were good were pre-
ferred in marriage. (98).

Polygamy wag not in general favour
(216), The society highly discountenanced
the system of Polyga,my_ (21). Polygamy was
certainly not in favour with the elite. (53,
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3.

10.

11.

Girls were preferred in marriage who were
of good caste. (175).

Girls were given away in marriage, as soon
as they attained puberty. (19).

In selecting a bridegroom, the guardian
of the “girl would first enquire whetker he |
had a good house to live in and whether he
had cattle to plough his field. (232).

Marriage of a girl with a young man
of 16 to 18 years was regarded a happy

‘marriage. (206).

Marriage by hom was considered the best
form of marriage. (148)

Chaklang was the essential rite in an Ahom
marriage. In a Hindu marriage, the essen-
tial element was the ceremonial bath under a
bei. A marriage thus performed could not

be dissolved. (16).
Drums were played in a festival of mar-
riage. (117).

In any proposal of marriage, wealth was
one of the chief considerations which guided
the parties. (124).

The people had a high regard for mar--
riage. (152).



Chapter 1V, V. 10 Fara, 1—4.

1l

[

CHAPTER '1V.
HOUSE.

Bach house-holder had a number of houses
which were small in size. This would en-
able him to repair or renew any one of them

without much trouble and expense at a
time. (218).

Repairs were made to houses before the
rainy weather set in.  (19).

Each family had a chang-ghar and a mati-
ghar. The former was used as a dinner-
hall. ~ The latter was used for dwelling
purposes.” (85). ;

CHAPTER V. ...
TREES.

‘wThe  common  lime.: citrus. in?edieagf;rwas
grown by the people. (7).

FEra plants were common. (128).

Sal, singari and koir were reputed to be
first-class trees. Ikare was largely used,
chiefly in making walls of houses, as it was
known to last long in a dry place. (214).

Ropes were prepared from the barks of
odal trees which were used for

tying ele-
phants. (233)



Chapter VI, VIL 11 Para, 13

CHAPTER VL,
" RIVERS.

1. The currents of the rivers were strong. (2).
Men travelling by boat up-stream found it
so hard a task, that they considered the re-
turn journey down-stream as an  extreme

. relief. (135). ;

21 The Lohit ( the Brahmaputra ) was the
biggest river, and its water was extremely
clear. (211). ‘

CHAPTER. VII,
FISH.

1. There were abundant shoals of fish in the
dalanis. (109). Neria was the most bhighly
prized fish. (51). Moa was considered the
best fish for the diet. (148). There were
abundant supplies of puthi and Ehalihg. But
rav and borali were not easily available. (29).

2. Kawar fishes were ordinarily small in
size. (178).

3. Sal and singi were prohibited for IIlndus
as food. (215). '



Chapter VIII, IX, 12 Para, 1-3.

L.

CHAPTER VIIL
BIRDS, ANIMALS AND REPTILES.

There were horses, both good and bad.
The good horses were fed on grams. (160).

Hares were known always to follow their .
particular tracks in the jungle and never to
deviate therefrom. (87).

There were many cases of snake-bite. (222).

- The majority of the cases of snake-bite
did not prove fatal. (122).

Mosquitoes were abundant, so that none
could be free from these pests even by sleep-
ing with a curtain drawn, (4).

There were too many crows which annoy-
ed the people by their pilfering habits. (146).

e

CHAPTER IX.
 EATING AND DRINKING.

The people were moderate eaters. (57)
(142). Too much eating was deprecated. (159):

People ate hoiled rice which they prePard
well. (78). :

They used curry which contained a good
deal of liquid mixed with hot spices and
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4.
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3.

thoroughly boiled. (90).

A diet of fish, especially of the kind known
as batia was considered a delicacy. (173), (172).

Pork, duck-flesh and venison of the . kind
known as khutia (harina) were highly prized
(130). (172). :

Beef was a prohibited food for the Hindus.
If some, one ate beef, it was considered an
offence of the worst type which was not for-
gotten for generations. (22).

Lafa took the foremost rank among the
different kinds of vegetables. (86).

Qalt was a rare thing which was never
served to a guest. (12).

The people were conservative and did
not take food and drink touched with the
hand by men of a different caste. - (235). '

Wine waé a luxury. The rich people-only
could afford to drink it. . (69).

———

CHAPTER X.
DISEASE AND TREATMENT.

There were in the country diseases such as
hydrophobia, (113), and white leprosy. (67).

Most of the diseases were attributed to
possession by ghosts. (183).

Silikha was used as a general tonic. (168).



~Chapter X, XL 14 Para, 4-

4.

n

Kharicha, gagal fish &nd goat-flesh wer
not eaten by a man during illness. Thes
were known to aggravate disease. (5).

In serious cases of ilness there used t
be consnltations of two or more physician:
(197)

ihw

CHAPTER XI.
PLACE.

Gargaon, the capital of Assam, wag g city
superbly heautiful. (68). It was impossible to
realise the beauties of Gargaon, unless one
saw it with his own eyes.. (119).

There were places  which contained no
trees. (128).

The villages were thickly Populated, so
that large numbers of crows frequented them
and annoyed the inhabitants by thejr depre-
datory habitsg. (104),

Raha, Tipamia ang Salaguri were Iknowﬂ

then by the same 1ames by which e know

them now. Raha wag considereq a far-off
land. (203). S, Wwas Kaliabgyp. (87).

e e,
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Chaptor. XII, XIIL. 15 : Pararl—1:,
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1.

1.

CHAPTER XII
TRAVELLING.

The people realised the benefits of travel-
ling. They knew that travelling made a
man experienced in various ways. (151).

The people did not like to live in a foreign
land. TIf any man found himself in a foreign
land, he was never cheérful and never found
himself free. (133). Kaliabar (Nowgong) was
considered a far-off land. (37). A journey to

‘Mahang was considered risky. This was pro-

bably on account of distance, bad communica-
tion, forests inhabited with wild beasts and
treachery of frontier tribe. (1147 (115).

The people were averse to travelling.

They were content witl® small gains nearer

home and would not easily leave for a distant
place, even if considerable advantages could
be expected there. (29).

—

CHAPTER XIIIL.
TRADE.

The Nagas descended tothe plains and
took useful things from the Assamese in
harter. (220).
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2. The men in the chaparis of the Brahma-
putra sold their produce, chiefly, mustard.
This was measured by means of dons, which
did not hold more than 7 kathas (the stan-
dard dor holding 10 Lathas i. e. 5 seers). (28).

3. There were poharis who sold fish and!
lime. (170).

4. Paddy used to be bought and sold. This
was measured by means of dons  The peo-
ple used sometimes bigger dons and some-
times smaller dons, whichever would suit
their convenience for the time being. (12).

o The people ‘executed written documents
to attest i1mportant transactions. Thege
documents were guardedly drawn up. (222).

6. The banias dealt in cotton. They were
cleav tradesmen. (143).

i Tt was the townsmen who were gene-"

rally engaged in trade. The country folk
did cultivation. (76). \

—_—

CHAPTER X1V.
INDUSTRY.

1. There were carpenters in Kaliabar who
could make good makos. (38).
9 The ploughs were of excelleﬁt order. A’

plough badly made was an object of ridicule.
(25), _ |



Chapter XLV, XV. 17 Para. 3—4,

Q

LAY

4.

=

Dharis and patis were used as beds. (116).

The people used weapons of iron. (43).
The blacksmiths commenced this work from
a humble beginning. (96). Their profession
was considered sufficiently respectable, so that
the customers had to visit their homes per-
sonally for placing orders with them. (144).

The put silk was very much appreciated
by the people. (38).

The people reared endi and muga, but the
industry was not prosperous. (81).

CUHAPTER XV.
CULTIVATION.

The cultivators liked smart buillock‘s for
ploughing their fields. (66), (98).

They liked lands for cultivation which werg
situated mear to their dwelling-houses. (98).
Lands with depression in the middle were
specially seldcted by them. (175).

They knew how to grow ahu crops well.
(101).

Sugarcane was not cultivated extensively,
hecause too many hands were required to do
it well. (88).



Chapter XV. 18 Pura, 5—17

5.

10.

11.

13.

14,
15;
16,

17,

Food prepared from jaha rice was con

. sidered a delicacy. (59).

The commonest kind of paddy was maniki-
madhuri. It could be had anywhere without

trouble. (48).
The sali was the staple grain  (123).
Cotton was cultivated in every house-hold.
Thread used to be spun out of it (106), (179).
Lra plants were grew everywhere. (128).

The peasants grew plantains which they
valued highly. The fruits were eaten by
bats which the owners took every care to
scare away. (164).

The people grew lafa, a kind of vege-
tables. -(86). : '

Of all kinds of sugar-cane, the mugi was
most highly prized. (51).

Tobacco plants were cultivated. The
leaves were chewed with pan, and were pre-

served for use in future. (41).

Tengas used to be grown. (102).
Lan was cultivated with utmost care, (182).

The peasants had no effective wely
protect their paddy crop from the r
of wild "elephants. They

pon to
avages
tried to drive them

away from a safe distance gg best they
might. (234). :

Every one ploughed his owp land, except
in the cage of

a Brahmin whg had to
sudra  servants to-do the work
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These . servants, ag Fnight.be. e;,pe,cted,

not treat the bullockswell. (147) by

- 18. There were peop who had ]'_lO"llEL]ld
their own. They cultRated lands of |
and were tenants-at-will. R e

19. The proper time for sowing paddy seed-
lings was the month of Jeth. (34).

CUHAPTER XVI.
EDUCATION.

1 Education was valued by the people. (126).

They were studious in their habits. (132).
The teachers were most attentive to their

duties. (132). Education was not considered

efficient, unless it was 1mpa,rted by a teacher.
(30).

o

CHAPTER XVII,
OFFENCE.

y Theft was considered a heinous crime. (66).
Heavy punishment was inflicted for this
offence, (83). The amount of fine imposed on
2 thief came up to Rs, 2/8 in a serious case.
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(49). Pilfering of lofas and such other small
things was common. (26).. There were thefts
of kalis, batis, as well as tobacco leaves used
with pan, (41), ducks, jack-fruits. (229). 7engas
were also stolen. (102). Thefts were gene-

rally of petty nature. The thieves, ar soon |

as they were seen, were at their wit’s end,
and showed embarrassments which led-them
to be caught at once. (84). As thefts were
common, the inhabitants had to live guarded-
ly at night. (142).

The offence of cattle-lifting prevailed in
the country.  (85).

Thieves were tried by the punchayat and

‘sentenced to pay a fine. (19).

Thieves were not reformed easily. (87).

Thieves were useless people: who did no
work.  When charged with an offence, they
defended themselves with might and main by

= &
all sorts of fantastic arguments. (82).

In trial of cases of theft, there was some-

times mis-carriage of justice and the wrong
man was punished. (13),

— ——
-~
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CHAPTER XVIIL
GOVERNMENT.

The country was distracted by anarchy,
revolution and rapine ; and the inhabitants
were compelled to leave.their hearths and
homes. (164), (199).

The king was autocratic and bestowed
favours or inflicted punishments more or less
in accordance with his personal inclina-
* 3 \
tions. (200), (201). 5

CHAPTRE XIX.
RELIGION.

The bulk of the population were Hindus,
who devoutly desired a purificatory bath in

“the holy waters of the Ganges. (70), (136A),

e

(204). '

The Brahmins were implicitly obeyed.
A gift to ‘a Brahmin was regarded as an act
of highest piety. Hven theft was condoned,
if the gift which was intended to be made to
a Brahmin could not be had otherwise than
by theft. (136 A). s

The people had a clear idea, that virtue
and vice were the only things which per-

ained to the ever-lasting life. (14)." The
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grosser senses were regarded as pitfallsit]i;
whick the unwary might perish. (77, Nei{'.he'15
the devas nor the good houses were codl
sidered sufficiently powerful to save a humai
being. He could be saved only by the gracé
i the gurus and the bhakats. (80). Self-cont
trol was preached with all earnestness. It
was difficult to attain this virtue. The self,:il
was surrounded by strong temptations. 01103_:
the self was allowed loose reins, it was sdre
to grow too powerful to he brought under
control subsequently. (165).

4. _ Garhasthya was considered the highest formi'
of religion.” (103). People were required ._tOi
carry out the injunctions of God in their ever-
day careers of life. (180). . |

5. The people thought that God granted!
blessings only to those who approched Him
with a prayer for them, and not to those who
stood apart with no prayer for them. (39). :

6 The people had unspeakeable faith in thei.
wise Providence of God. Tt was thought that :'
a pious man had to suffer in
degree, but if he still did not falter and con-
tinued on the path of virtue, triumph would |
come in the end and the choicest divine hless-
ings would he showered on him, '(193)‘ |

an extreme

T.. There wasg none to help a man in the next
:nforld except things which Le has given away
n this world ag charity. - (60). Ch-al‘ity had
so high a place in the hiei'a.rchy of virtues|
that people were instructed not only to give
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away what they ‘could spare out of their
surplus but also to give away what they gos
from others by begging. (G0).

The people believed in the doctrine of fatal-
ism. (2), {223).

=4

3 HAPTER XX.
GENERAL MATTERS.

The Bhuyans wielded large powers and con-
stituted the chief aristoeracy of the day. (138).

A big moustache was considered a fashion.
(121). :

Good speaking was considered a qualifica-
tion. (121). _

Wealth commanded respect. (121).

Beauty was appreciated. (121).

Needy people were assisted by thieir kith
and kin. (186). X

The people were industrious. (57).

It was a disgrac_eful thing for & man to
carry a woman’s mekhela. (159).

The people used to keep parrots which
were trained to imitate the human voice,
(104).

There were sooth-sayers. The people had
faith in mangalchoa. The Ganaks resorted
to foretelling as a profession. (79),
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14,
15

16.
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18,

19:
20.

21.

Love-making was prevalent among the peo-
ple. (79).

There were wells which were used fol‘I
drinking purposes. (79). :

Kahis and batis were used for keeping"
boiled rice and curry. ' Safuras were used |
for keeping betel-leaves and arcca-nuts. (42). |

Milk was largely used. (68). |

Relatives were received with very greab
hospitality. (68).

The people practised economy. Each;
house-holder had a reserve fund to provide
against emergencies. (6). |
|

1

The dinner was prepared just in the even-

ing, so that the small children might have a
peaceful sleep with a full stomach. (6). {

The people generally used kharani in liet |
of salt which was scarce., (45), (47). l

The people rarely caught fish by angling.®
This was not found as profitable as the other
modes of catching fish. (32). ]'

The people ate their food in charg-ghar-
They slept in mati-ghar. (55). '

Salt was scarce. Only the ‘vich could’
afford the luxury of eating it. (28). i

The joint family system was in vogue.3
In a family some had to work hard, while
others led an easy life. (135). i

P 1

P with a sister’s soud
was extremely loving, (44), (183), (184), o
: *

i

The tie of relationshi
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26.
27.

. Only the male members fo a family were
required to cut wood. The females had noth-
ing to do with such hard work. (184).

The people worked hard. They did not like
much talking. Eloquence was at a discount.
1t was considered that only a bad man had
recourse to eloguence in order to show
himself by such tactics to be what he was real-
ly not. (82). .

The people used mosquito-curtains. (4).

The Jugis were noted for excellent speak-
ing. (51).

'The people appreciated good manners ag
highly as they deprecated bad manners, espe-
cially in conversation. (36).

Money. was scarce. 5 adhalis (i. e. Rs. 2/8)
was congidered a big amount. (49).

Kahis and batis were the chief utensils in
a house-hold. (41).

Men worked off debt by personé} service.
(L17) e

The people used to sleep on dharis and
patis.  (116). =

‘A family who had plentiful paddy and
affectionate sons was considered'happy. (116).

The . people set a high value to courtesy.
It was considered a want of courtesy to make
a request to a gentleman in any other place
than his own house. (144).

The people used to catch fish, deer and
birds for their consumption. (171).

4; .
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30.

37.

39.

40,

4].

43.

44,
45.

46.

Social matters were settled by mels. But
the deliberations were not strictly impartial.
The members of a mel did not shrink from
taking undue advantage over people who
were not members of it. (191).

The people were polite. They set a high va-
lue to kind treatment. In fact, they preferred
being ill-fed to being ill-treated. (158 A), (162).

The people set a high value to purity of
descent and caste. - (127).

Promises once given were never retracted.
(127).

There was very great unity among peaple

of the same village. They behaved towards

one another, as if they were brothers of the
same parents. (20).

Heroism was a special feature of the men.
A soldier’s highest desire was to lay down his
life in the battle-field. (195).

Every one was expected to support his
father in his old age. (43).

!

A father treated his son rather indul-
gently.  (213).
The people were thrifty. (50) s
There were expert archers in the country,
Some were so skilful, that they could shoot the

viarrow through the hole in the lobe of a wo-

man’s ear. (1).

The %)eople slept and dined in places, where
no outsider could see them. (61).
The people

were highly susceptible to
flattery. (56). ] B
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48,

49.

56.
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A man who could find a surety for a debt
neglected to pay the debt, with the result that
the surety had to pay it himself. (62).

The people were self-rel’ant, (217), pati-
ent. (219): .
~ They were consicleEate and consulted others
before they undertook any important work.
(198).

They were respectful to their superiors
and. grateful to their benefactors. (187).

Cattle were considered a man’s chief asset.
(189). ‘

People refrained from doing harm to others,
because they believed, that if a man harmed
another, he would somehow come tp be harm-
ed in a similar way. (52), (192).

Those inen were called great who had an
extensive cultivation and employed a large
number of labourers to do it.  (190).

The people had a clear idea of morality.
With them, silence was sometimes as bad an
offence as directly speaking falschood. If a
man in a mel spoke nothing by way of protest,
when he found some one making a false state-
ment, he was considered as much guilty as the
man who made the false statement, (182).

Old men were consulted in important
matters. In fact, old men were the guiding
power in every undersaking. (110).

Men were warned mnot to speak ill of
others. Tt was thought, that one who e¢ ried
down another would have to bow to him some



Chapter XX 28 Para.

h8.

59.

60.

61.

67.

68.

69.

time. (125).

The people were generally outspoken.
One who was sullen and reserve was consi-
dered to be a dangerous person. (202).

The gpeople were content with © small
gains, if such could be obtained frequently.
(71).

The people were hard-working. Any one
who worked hard had plenty to eat. (111).

The Brahmins and the Ganaks did not
cultivate land.. They earned their livelihood
by following tlieir respective callings. (146).

Self-restraint was regarded as the hmhest
virtue. (191). :

The people were self-reliant. - (134).

They were extremely forgiving. (212),

The peopie worked hard, so that they
might have plenty to enjoy. (11}

The Brahmins and the Ganaks did not
carry bhars. But they carried capacious .
bags which were not less heavy. (209).

Wealth, amiability, elu([uence and perso-
vality—these were regarded as the chief qua-
lifications of a man. (121).

Debauchery was a heinous erime. False-
hood was more heinous. In fact, there wag no
atonement prescribed for a lie, although
there was atonement for dtbmu{,hm} (154).

Fathers-in-lawrand mothers-in-law were most
unkind to their dau ghters-in

‘ law.  (100)
The people depl ecated false shows. They

cared move for realities than phantoms. (167).
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79.

80.

81.

The people were polite. (161).

The public opinion wielded the greatest
power.in guiding the every-day life of the
people. (204).

No one undertook any important work
without consulting the people of his society.
(198). :

The old men were worldly-wise and men
acting against their advice found themselves
stranded in difficulties. (153).

The bar-sabah was a grand festival which
only the rich people could afford to cele-
brate. (230A). :

The people in their dealings with others
acted in a quite business-like manner. (115A).

The earliest settlements of the Assamese
were in Tipam and Salaguri. (203).

The lower sentiments such as fear &g,
played an important part in the social
affairs of the people. (155).

Feathers were fixed to the arrows to make
them go fast and straight. (30).

The people would forgive a man for a lapse,
if the latter asked them for pardon by making
a present of duck-eggs to them. (89).

A girl could be taken as a wife even from
a low caste by the necessary purificatory
ceremony. ~ (120). y

The people were extremely self-respecting.
They would undertake any work, however
hazardous it might be, if their co-operation
was duly sought for it. But they would stand



34.

85.

86. .

87.

88!

-89,

90.

apter XX, 30 Pa-a §3-—-92,

aloof from any work and would have nothing
to do with it, if they were not invited to
participate in it, however profitable it might
be. (]77}. _

A married life was considered the best life.
The people were fond of hearth .and home.

(208). .
The people would take with them a jhampi,

out for a walk or for any other purpose. (91).
A statement made twice over was congi-
dered confirmed. (85).
The Brahmins performed the funeral rites,
The Ganaks performed ceremonies to propi-

tiate the grakas during illness. (150).

Some people of the Patia caste were made
Brahmins and sent to the battle for fight-
ing. (163).

The Marias did no ecultivation of paddy.
The Mussulmans were looked down upon by
the general populace. (166).

-

- a stick and.a Zane, whenever they would go

2\

Pans-were not grown in the plains. It was®

grown by the Nagas in the hills. The Assam-
ese used to take pan from them in harfer.
(136).

The people had generally two meals a day,

but those in easy life had the luxury of 3
meals a day, (64).

Mother’s
Veneration. (129).
The people were fatalists. (197), (223).

——
———

sister’s ‘husband was held in
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